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Author Study Project
Brainstorming Worksheet

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? What countrylissthe authorfrom?Where are the author’s parents from?

PRAISED FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people admire and celebrate about this author? List notable works.

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What is something the author has said or done that is not
approved by others? Why do some people dislike this author?

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties or health problems, did the author face?

TWO MAJOR LIFE EVENTS:

Briefly explain two major events that occurred in the author’s life. A major life event is a significant
occurrence that has a lasting impact on an individual's life. These events can be positive or negative.

BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as specific as possible.




QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

EDUCAT IONANRCAREER:

Where and when did the‘author attend school?What.careerchoices ledithis personto’become a successful
author? When did this person become an author? When did the author achieve fame?

PASSION/TALENT:

What skills or talents does the author possess? What beliefs, ideals, or goals does the author have strong
feelings.about? What activities.is;the.author_enthusiastic.about (what.brings him/her joy)?

PERSONAL LIFE:

What are at least two facts about the author’s personal life? For example: Is the author married? Does the
author have children? Does the author have siblings? Who is the author’s closest ally or friend?

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE HIM/HER:

List three personality traits that describe the author.

DEATH DATE OR AGE IF STILL LIVING:

Whendidithe authoripass away? If therauthor'is stillfliving;what'is his/hér age?




Ralph Waldo Emerson Answer Key (Answers will vary)
Author Study Project

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? Whatcountryjis'the authorfrom? Where are the author’s parents from?

Emerson was born in Boston, Massachusetts and was American.

PRAISED FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people admire and celebrate about this author? List notable works.

Ralph Waldo Emerson was a philosopher, essayist, and poet. His writing encourages people to think for
themselves and to trust their own intuition and judgment. He was one of the key figures of the
Transcendentalist movement, which emerged in the mid-19th century in the United States and emphasized
the spiritual connection between humans and nature.

Popular works include: Nature, (essay), Self-Reliance (essay); yThe American Scholar (address), and The
Over=Soul (essay):

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What is something the author has\said or.done that'is not
approved by others? Why.do'some/people dislike,this author?

Emerson challenged conformity and traditionalism. On more than one occasion, Emerson gave speeches at
Harvard in which he caused controversy. He encouraged listeners to break away from the traditional
learning environment and also challenged religious institutions. As a result, he was ostracized by Harvard
for many years.

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles,has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties or’health.problems, did the author face?

Emerson was the son of a Unitarian minister and was ordained as a minister himself in 1829. However,
tragedy. caused Emerson to experience an extreme crisis of faith. His first wife, Ellen, passed away
suddenly of tuberculosis in/1831..Emerson started to doubt his long#held beliefs regarding religion. He
began exploring other beliefs and philosophies/and resignedi\from his'churchiin 1832.

TWO MAJOR LIFE EVENTS:

Briefly explain two major events that occurred in the author’s life. A major life event is a significant
occurrence that has a lasting impact on an individual's life. These events can be positive or negative.

1. In 1832 Emerson traveled to Europe, where he met with literary figures Thomas Carlyle, Samuel Taylor
Coleridge and William Wordsworth. When he.returned home in 1833, he began to lecture on topics of
spiritual experience and ethical living.

2. Emerson visited Washington, D.C, at the end of January 1862. He gave a public lecture at the
Smithsonian on January 31, 1862, and denouncedslavery. He soon after would meet Lincoln at the White
House. After Lincoln's assassination in 1865, Emerson_delivered a eulagy.in his‘honorrin which he praised

Lincoln for a man of many triumphs in America.

BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as specific as possible.

He was born May 25, 1803 in Boston, Massachusetts.




QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

“Envy is ignorance. Imitation is Suicide.” This quotes is from his essay "Self-Reliance," which was published
in 1841. According to Emerson, envy and imitation are both counterproductive and self-destructive, as they
prevent us from developing our own unique talents and ideas.

EDUCATION AND CAREER:

Where and when did the author attend school? What career choices led this person to_become a successful
author? When did this person become an author? When didthe author achieve fame?

Emerson attended Harvard College and later Harvard Divinity School. His first published work was a poe,
called “The Fugitive Slave” which appeared in the American Monthly in 1829. His “big break” as a literary
figure was in 1836 when he published the essay “Nature.” His essay resulted in his recognition as an
influential writer and speaker. The essay was immediately praised as a groundbreaking piece of American
literature. People respected Emerson as an intellectual and thinker. He used his platform to empower
people and continued to write and lecture into the 1870s.

PASSION/TALENT:

What, skills' or talents'does the author possess? What'beliefs, ideals; orgoals does the author have strong
feelings“about? What activities is the author enthusiastic about (what brings‘him/her joy)?

Emerson was passionate about literature, philosophy, nature, and spirituality. He loved exploring the
relationship between humanity and the natural world. His goal in life was to contentiously strive for personal
growth. Emerson also believed in social justice issues and used his platform to speak out against slavery
and promote equal rights for women. Emerson became the Vice President of the New England Women's
Suffrage Union.

PERSONAL LIFE:

What are at least two facts about the author’s personal life? For. example: Is the author married? Does the
author have children? Does the"authon have siblings? \Who'is the author’s closest ally or friend?

In 1829 he married Ellen Louisa Tucker. He was crushed by her unexpected death.
He married Lydia Jackson'in 1835 and moved to Concord, Massachusetts.
They had four children'together; Waldo,Ellen, Edith, and Edward:

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE HIM/HER:

List three personality traits that describe the author.

Spiritual, Progressive, Intuitive

DEATH DATE OR AGE IF STILL LIVING:

When did the author pass away? If the author is still living, what is his/her age?

Emerson died 'on April 27, 1882, in Concord, Massachusetts of pneumonia. He was 78 years old.
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