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Author Study Project
Brainstorming Worksheet

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? What countrylissthe authorfrom?Where are the author’s parents from?

PRAISED FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people admire and celebrate about this author? List notable works.

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What is something the author has said or done that is not
approved by others? Why do some people dislike this author?

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties or health problems, did the author face?

TWO MAJOR LIFE EVENTS:

Briefly explain two major events that occurred in the author’s life. A major life event is a significant
occurrence that has a lasting impact on an individual's life. These events can be positive or negative.

BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as specific as possible.




QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

EDUCAT IONANRCAREER:

Where and when did the‘author attend school?What.careerchoices ledithis personto’become a successful
author? When did this person become an author? When did the author achieve fame?

PASSION/TALENT:

What skills or talents does the author possess? What beliefs, ideals, or goals does the author have strong
feelings.about? What activities.is;the.author_enthusiastic.about (what.brings him/her joy)?

PERSONAL LIFE:

What are at least two facts about the author’s personal life? For example: Is the author married? Does the
author have children? Does the author have siblings? Who is the author’s closest ally or friend?

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE HIM/HER:

List three personality traits that describe the author.

DEATH DATE OR AGE IF STILL LIVING:

Whendidithe authoripass away? If therauthor'is stillfliving;what'is his/hér age?




Ralph Ellison — Answers will vary
Author Study Project

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? Whatcountryjis'the authorfrom? Where are the author’s parents from?

Ralph Ellison was an Americanswriter, borniiniOklahoma City, Oklahoma.

PRAISED*FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people admirerand/celebrate aboutthis author? List notable:works:

Ralph Ellison was a writer, literary critic, lecturer, and scholar. He is best known for his groundbreaking
novel, "Invisible Man,"” which was published in 1952. His novel is widely acknowledged as one of the
greatest works of African-American literature ever published. Publishers voted it the “most distinguished”
postwar American novel. His other notable works include: “Shadow and Act” and “Going to the Territory.” He
was also a prominent figure in the Civil Rights Movement and actively participated in discussions and
debates-onacerand-culture:

CRITICIZED FOR:

Whatis the;authorjudged for negatively ? What is;somethingtheauther has said or done thatis net
approved by .ethers? Why do'some people dislike this author?

Ralph Ellison was criticized for his first novel at the time of its release by his fellow Black novelists because
they felt he was not sufficiently devoted to social change. Some argue that it does not confront systemic
racism head-on.

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties or health problems, did the author face?

Ellison grew up in a racially segregated society=Jim/Crow laws and practices of racial segregation were
enforced. Ellison experienced discriminationsfirsthandlandshe was impacted by the systematic racism
deeply ingrained in American society during his upbringing. This environment and his observations of social
injustice greatlyjinfluenced;hissperspective.as;he,grewgolder.

TWOMAJOR LIFE EVENTS:

Briefly explain two major events that occurred in the author’s life. A major life event is a significant
occurrence that has a lasting impact on an individual's life. These events can be positive or negative.

Ellison’s father was a construction foreman who died during a work accident when Ellison was only three
years old. This early loss of his father had a profound impact on Ralph Ellison's life and influenced his
writing as he strongly.felt. compelled.to find his identity.

Ellison, who was just a child at the time, withessed the destruction and violence that took place during the
riots in Tulsa, Oklahoma. The Tulsa Race Massacre of 1921 killed hundreds of residents, burned more than
1,250 homes and erased years of Black success. The traumatic events of the Tulsa race riots had a
profound impact on Ellison's/understanding of racial injustice and shaped his worldview as he grew older.
The racial violence ‘he witnessed during his formative yearstinfluenced his.exploration of themes related.to
identity and racism.

BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as specific as possible.

Ralph Waldo Ellison was born March 1, 1914. He was named after Ralph Waldo Emerson.




QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

The quote, "And my problem was that | always tried to go in everyone’s way but my own," reflects a sense
of personal struggle and self-realization. The context of this quote comes from Ralph Ellison's novel,
"Invisible Man." He realizes he has/been living his/life according te others' expectations, rather than

following his own path. By always "'going in'everyone's way," he'has neglected his own authentic self and

has been lost in the expectations and demands of others.

EDUCATION AND.CAREER!

Where and when did the author attend school? What career choices led this personto become a successful
author? When did this person become an author? When did the author achieve fame?

Ellison started his formal education at the segregated Frederick Douglass School in Oklahoma City in 1919.
Toward the end of the war, he enlisted as a United States Merchant Marine. Ellison attended Tuskegee
Institute in Alabama. He studied music and played trumpet in the school band. In 1936, Ellison moved to

New York City and became involved in the cultural scene of Harlem. In 1945, Ellison's first major published
work, "Battle Royal," appeared in the literary magazine “Tomorrow." In 1952, Ellison published his novel,

"Invisible Man." It was a great success, andwon the 1953 National Book Award for fiction. The novel made
Ellison a prominent literary figure. In 1964, Ellison was appointed as a professor at New York University,

where he taught creative writing and literature. In 1999, Ellison's full unedited second novel, "Juneteenth,"

was posthumously published.

PASSION/TALENT:

What skills or talents does the author possess? What beliefs, ideals, or goals does the author have strong
feelings about? What activities is the author enthusiastic about (what brings him/her joy)?

Ellison was passionate about classical music and jazz. He began playing the trumpet at age eight. He loved
photography in addition to music. Ellison was a member of a significant cultural and artistic movement that
took place in Harlem, New York, during the 1920s, known as the Harlem Renaissance. This movement
celebrated African-American art, literature, music, and intellectual expression. Ellison was actively engaged
with the literary community in Harlem'during this time.

PERSONAL LIFE:

Whataare at least two facts about the author’s personalilife? For example:ls the author married? Does the
author have children? Does the author have siblings? Who is the author’s closest ally or friend?

In 1946, Ralph married Fanny McConnell. They remained together until his death. Ralph Ellison had one
daughter named Ida Millsap Ellison. She was born in 1950 and was named after Ellison's mother, Ida
Millsap Ellison.

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE HIM/HER:

List three"pernsonalitytraits/that [describe the author.

Courageous, artistic, insightful

DEATHDATE ORAGETRSTILE LIVING:

When did‘the author pass-away2if the author is'still living,»what'is his/her age?

Ralph Ellison died at age 80 on April 16, 1994 of pancreatic cancer.
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