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Author Study Project
Brainstorming Worksheet

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? What countrylissthe authorfrom?Where are the author’s parents from?

PRAISED FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people admire and celebrate about this author? List notable works.

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What is something the author has said or done that is not
approved by others? Why do some people dislike this author?

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties or health problems, did the author face?

TWO MAJOR LIFE EVENTS:

Briefly explain two major events that occurred in the author’s life. A major life event is a significant
occurrence that has a lasting impact on an individual's life. These events can be positive or negative.

BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as specific as possible.




QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

EDUCAT IONANRCAREER:

Where and when did the‘author attend school?What.careerchoices ledithis personto’become a successful
author? When did this person become an author? When did the author achieve fame?

PASSION/TALENT:

What skills or talents does the author possess? What beliefs, ideals, or goals does the author have strong
feelings.about? What activities.is;the.author_enthusiastic.about (what.brings him/her joy)?

PERSONAL LIFE:

What are at least two facts about the author’s personal life? For example: Is the author married? Does the
author have children? Does the author have siblings? Who is the author’s closest ally or friend?

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE HIM/HER:

List three personality traits that describe the author.

DEATH DATE OR AGE IF STILL LIVING:

Whendidithe authoripass away? If therauthor'is stillfliving;what'is his/hér age?




T.S. Eliot Answer Guide
Author Study Project

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? Whatcountryjis'the authorfrom? Where are the author’s parents from?

Thomas Stearns Eliot was a British-American writer, born“in Stz Louis, Missouri, United States. Eliot became
a Biritish citizen in 1927 and spent the majority of his adult life in England.

PRAISED FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people admire and celebrate about this author? List notable works.

T.S. Eliot was a renowned poet, playwright, essayist, literary critic, and publisher. He is considered one of
the most influential figures in twentieth-century literature. He is praised for his significant contributions to the
development of modernist literature and for his unique perspective and breakdown of civilization after the
first war. His most notable works include: “The Waste Land”, "The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock”, "Four
Quartets”, “Murder in the Cathedral’;, "Ash Wednesday?, “Tradition and the Individual Talent”, and "The
Sacred Wood>

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What is something the author has\said or.done that'is not
approved by others? Why.do'some/people dislike,this author?

Eliot’s early work is criticized for containing anti-Semitic views. In his later years, he admitted to his own
disturbed and confused state of mind and other critics note that these poems were written prior to 1934,
before the Holocaust.

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties,or health,problems; did the author face?

World War | changed the course of Eliot’s life and career. Eliot,tried to join the Navy in 1917 when the U.S.
entered the war, but he was allegedly rejected for physical reasons. He also suffered mental health issues
such as depression and anxiety. After. the war, he wrote the poem “The Waste | and” which expressed how
war disconnected everyone from.one another and from gheir cultural and spiritual foots. Eliot’siwords
showed the despairthat permeated.individuals whether ornot they patticipated.in the'war. He discussed
how Europe was a land devastated by the weapons of mass destruction and how lives and families were
destroyed.

TWO MAJOR LIFE EVENTS:

Briefly explain two major events that occurred in the author’s life. A major life event is a significant
occurrence that has a lasting impact on an individual's life. These events can be positive or negative.

The Nobel Prize in Literature 1948 was'awarded to Eliot.
His play The Cocktail Party won the 1950 Tony Award for Best Play.
In 1964, he was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom.
“‘Old Possum’s/BooK of Practical Cats” wasiadaptediin 1981 into the masical ‘Cats,” which won seven Tony
Awards.

BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as specific as possible.

T.S. Eliot was born September 26, 1888.




QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An‘interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

“Genuine poetry can communicate before it is understood.” Eliot suggests that poetry has the ability to
connect with readers on a deeper, more intuitive level.

EDUCATION AND CAREER:

Where and when did the author attend school? What career choices led this person to become a successful
author? When did this person become an author? When did the author achieve fame?

Eliot studied at Smith Academy, Milton Academy, Harvard University, Oxford, and University of Paris-
Sorbonne. His first major poem, "The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock," was published in 1915 in the
magazine Poetry. Eliot's big break was hispoem "The Waste Land' published in 1922. It received critical
acclaim and established him as a leading figure of modernist poetry. From 1925 to 1965, he was an editor
and a director in the publishing house of Faber & Faber—he worked there until his retirement.

PASSION/TALENT:

What skills or talents'does the author possess?WWhatibeliefs, ideals; or'goals'does/the author havesstrong
feelings about? What activities is the author enthusiastic about (what brings him/her joy)?

Eliot loved philosophy, theater, music, and literature. He was a devout poet and enjoyed teaching. His
literary heroes include: Ezra Pound, John Donne, William Shakespeare, William Butler Yeats, and Dante
Alighieri.

PERSONAL LIFE:

What are at least two facts about the"author's'personal’life?"Forexample: Is the author married? Does the
author have children? Does thesauthor have siblings? Whois the author’s closest ally or friend?

Eliot married his first wife, Vivienne Haigh-Wood in 1915. She suffered from mental illness, and she
tragically"diedrin™ 947:in aminstitutionrEliot[got married againytorhis secretary, Esmé Valerie Fletcher in
1957.

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE HIM/HER:

List three personality traits that describe the author.

transformative, innovative, complex

DEATH DATE OR AGE IF STILL LIVING:;

When did the author pass away?.If.the author.is.still living, what is his/her age?

T.S. Eliot died in London.on January 4,.1965 of emphysema at. 76 years old.
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