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Name: Date:
“Eleven” by Sandra Cisneros Literary Analysis

1. How does the narrator feel"about birthdays?

2. Examine the figurative language in the following line: “Because the way you grow
old is kind of like an onion or like.the rings inside astree/trunk or like my little wooden
dolls that fit one inside the other, each*yearinside®he next one.” What type of
figurative language is this classified as, and what is the impact/significance?

3. Why does the narrator wish that she was one hundred and two on this day?

4. How is Rachel feeling when Mrs. Price gives her the sweater? Provide textual
evidence.




5. Examine the figurative language in the following line: “It's maybe a thousand years
old and even if it belonged to me | wouldn’t say . “ What type of figurative language
is this classified as, and whai i signifi ?

NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

6. Examine the figurative language in the following line: “It's an ugly sweater with red
plastic buttons and a collar and sleeves all stretched out like you could use it for a jump

;?gnei%; awng type of figuratipamcmd what is the impact/
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

7. Examine the figurative Ianguage in the followmg Ime "On ly today | wish | didn't
have only eleven years rattli Band-Aid box.” What
type of figurative language ﬁ he impact/significance?

8. What does Rachel imagine when she thinks about going home? Why?
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9. Examine the figurative language in the following line: “...the red sweater's still
sitting there like a big red mountain.”-What type of figurative language is this classified
as, and what is the impact/significance?

10. Describe the red sweater. Do you think the red sweater is as awful as Rachel
describes it to be? Why or why, net?

11. Why doesn’t Rachel stand up for herself when Mrs. Price makes her wear the
sweater?

12. What is Mrs. Price’s motivation for making Rachel put on the sweater? Why does
Mrs. Price care that someone claim the sweater in the first place?




13. Examine the imagery in the following lines: “My face all hot and spit coming out of
my mouth because | cant stop the little animal noises from coming out of me until
there aren’t any more tears left insmy jeyes, andyit'ssust my body shaking like when you
have the hiccups, and my whole lhéad htirts like when youdrink milk too fast.” What
message is the author trying to convey to the reader?

14. What happens after Sylviatelaims the sweaternasher own? Does Mrs. Price
apologize to Rachel? Why orwhy not?

15. How do you think this experience will affect Rachel in the future?

16. Examine the figurative language in the following line: “I want today to be far away
already, far away like a runaway balloon, like a tiny o in the sky, so tiny—tiny you have
to close your eyes to see it.” What type of figurative language is this classified as, and
what is the impact/significance?




17. Circle back to the beginning of the story where Rachel explains her philosophy on
birthdays. Does Rachel’s story of her 11th birthday explain her specific beliefs about
ages? Why or why not?

18. How could this story have been different if Mrs. Price apologized to Rachel?

19.\What is the authot's purpose for this'story? Explain.

20. How does the setting impact the story?

21. Why do adults and children clash sometimes? Have you ever been in a situation
where you were treated unfairly Byjsomeane/oldér éspecially an adult?




22. Why is it that embarrassing moments feel so painful at the time they’re happening,
but seem humorous to us later on in life?

PREVIEW
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23. How do you expect to feel on your birthday compared to how you actually feel?
What are you “supposed” to feel like?

PREVIEW
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24. What can you learn about someone’s character from how he or she acts in an
embarrassing situation?

PREVIEW
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Name: Date:
“Eleven” by Sandra Cisneros After Reading Project

NOE£QRERUEATIONAL-USE

before you begin decorating your sweater.

Requirements

* 1 Type of embellishment tring, bows, grommets, buckles
i SREVIES

¢ 1 Pattern anywhere on the sw h'as tripes, plaid, chevron, etc.)

* 1 Word or Phrase

NOLEQR-ERQUCALIONAL.USE

your favorite animal, etc.)
e Your Birth Year (or a year that is significant to you)
® Your First or Last Name
® Your sweater must be entirely colored.

Grading Rubric

Your s detail t) verall
Overall appearance is creative and aesthetica .
PP y 10 Points

NOT"FOR'EDUCATIONAL USE

You chose text and illustrations that highlight
your personality. Your story is clear and easy
to understand.

raphics | imcor FONREEVAE WV~ | 5poims
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

Content 5 Points




“Eleven” by Sandra Cisneros — Suggested Lesson Procedure

1. Have students complete RBEVJE ctivity. Students will write a
brief, creative story based off w rep irectly from the text "Eleven." Set a
timer for 5 minutes. Once time is up, have students pair and share. Next, ask for 1 or 2

NOT EOR BB UCATICNALYSE

part of the lesson and consider how these words may be connected to one another. It
also builds anticipation for what the story will be about.

2. Read the story “Eleven” by Sandra Cisneros (about 10 minutes in length). | highly
recommend watching this video with your class which entails Sandra Cisneros reading
her own story. It's powerful e hEV] Wnded it to be read.
3. Give a copy of the IiterarER stion E . Students can complete this
activity in pairs or individually. Give students a time range to work, and then come
er Vi answers. S i lit nalysis
NOT-FOR-EDUGCATIONATUSE

4. Assign students the after reading project—"Design your own sweater!” Use the
powerpoint presentation to explain the requirements and expectations. This
presentation also includes pattern ideas in case your students need some inspiration.
Students should work on their projects independently, and you can hang them around
the room once everyone is done.

Note to teachers: Due to C@RIEVEW a full text version of the
story. If you enter “Full Text Eleve andr res”into any search engine, you

will find a copy of the story available for you to print and use in class. Here is the link
used: > s [F-1a1-100,

."""\-\4 w. - «.,-.-m-"‘-"’

NOT FOR EDWRATIONAL USE



Name: Class:
Before Reading Word Splash

e v s R A VA o e
NdzﬁdFORsEDUQATI@NAL USE

PREVAEW
NOTFOREDUCATHONAL USE

PREVIEW
NOTHHOREDUCAHONALUSE

PREVIEW
NOT-FOR-EDUCATIONAL-USE




Literary Analysis Answer Key

1. How does the narrator feglrabout birthdays?

The narrator believes you'don't change much ofyour actual birthday; you don't
switch ages, but rather you collect ages. So instead of becoming a new age, you
are actually’adding.another layerto your life, and you are still prone to act like your
previous agesthroughoutyourilife. The narrator feels detached from this birthday
and her new age (11). She says it takes days, weeks, or even months before you
finally feel like the age you are.

2. Examine the figurative language in the following line: “Because the way you grow
old is kind of like an onion or like the rings inside astree trunk or like my little wooden
dolls that fit one inside the other, each*yearinsidethe next one.” What type of
figurative language is this classified as, and what is the impact/significance?

The author'uses a similehere to/.compare agesto.an onion, tree trunk,-and
wooden doll. All of these items are representative of something that has multiple
layers within the same component. This explains her belief that our ages stay inside
us, even if we get older and are labeled as our oldest age. Each year we get new
rings and new layers which feels like being born again.

3. Why does the narrator wish that she was one hundred and two on this day?

The narrator believes that if she was older, she would have more experience,
strength, and common sense. She thinks that because she is eleven, she is unable

toract appropriatelyiin anuncomfortablesituation "and she"wishes shewasfolderjin
order to be braver and wiser.

4. How is Rachel feeling when Mrs. Price gives her the sweater? Provide textual
evidence.

Rachel feels uneasy and mortified. She is confused and shrinking; she is fearful to
speak up. Rachel says nervously, “That's not, | don't, you're not...Not mine.” She
states that, “I dont know why butallef a'suddend‘mifeeling sick inside, like the part
of me that's three wants to come out of my eyes only | squeeze them shut tight and
bite down an my teeth real hardiand tryfo remember today.” These lines show that
Rachel is upset; but she's confused as'to why she'is nauseated or why she can't
respond how she wants to. She is on the verge of crying.




5. Examine the figurative language in the following line: “It's maybe a thousand years
old and even if it belonged to me | wouldn’t say so.” What type of figurative language
is this classified as, and whatyis, thesimpact/significance?

This is a hyperbole because the sweater is not 15000'years old, but it must look
very old to Rachel. Rachel expresses her disgust for the sweater and she seems
offended that anyone would even suspett the sweater belongs te her:

6. Examine the figurative language in the following line: “It's an ugly sweater with red
plastic buttons and a collar and sleeves all stretched out like you could use it for a jump
rope.” What type of figurative language is this classified as, and what is the impact/
significance?

This is a simile comparing/the sleeves-of the sweater to a jump rope. A jump rope
is a long rope, usually at least 8 feetlong. Rachelis exaggerating the length of the
sleeves to show that this sweater is worn and despicable. She is further
emphasizing that this is net.a sweater she would ever wear and she ishighlighting
how embarrassing this experiefnce was forher.

7. Examine the figurative language in the following line: “Only today | wish | didn't
have only eleven years rattling inside me like pennies in a tin Band-Aid box.” What
type of figurative language is this classified as, and what is the impact/significance?

This is a simile that represents the internal conflict Rachel is having with herself. She
wishes she was older because she would know what te do in this situation if she
were wiser and had more years to. depend on. The description of “pennies in a tin
box" allows readers to conceptualize a loud noise or being shaken which also
depicts Rachel'sifeelings inside. Rachel i§ rattled by her téacher'siaccusation
meaning shesis’nervous, werried, and‘irritatéd.

8. What does Rachel imagine when she thinks about going home? Why?

Rachel thinks about what will happen once school is over. "Mama is making a cake
for me tonight, and when Papa comes home everybody will sing Happy birthday,
happy birthday to you.” When aspersen is goingsthrough a tough situation, it is
helpful if they remind themselves ofsemethingWappy or positive that will come
soon. Rachel holds onto the fact that she will be celebrating her birthday soon with
her lovingsparents,and ithelps her aveid crying.




9. Examine the figurative language in the following line: “...the red sweater's still
sitting there like a big red mountain.” What type of figurative language is this classified
as, and what is the impact/signifieance?

This is a simile comparingithe sweatemto'a mountain. Rachel is saying that the
sweater is unmovable, like a mountain. It is impossible to miss and it's huge. This is
emphasizing that she is stuck with this large sweater that ghe ‘cannot ignore.

10. Describe the red sweater. Do you think the red sweater is as awful as Rachel
describes it to be? Why or why not?

Rachel describes the sweater as old, raggedy, itchy, stretched out, red, full of
germs, and smells like cottage_cheese. The sweater was probably more appalling
to Rachel at the time because it.did net belong tesher. ltmay have seemed more
awful to her in the moment becauseshe was' forééd to wear it, and she knew it was
worn by someone else.

11. Why doesn’t Rachel stand up for herself when Mrs. Price makes her wear the
sweater?

At a young age, it's hard to stand up for yourself when you're taught to respect
your teachers and all adults. Kids struggle to know when or if they should tell
adults they are wrong because they might get in trouble for saying so. Rachel was
probably feeling so overwhelmed that it paralyzed her into speaking up.

12. What is Mrs. Price’s motivation for making Rachel put on the sweater? Why does
MiswPricescaresthatisomeonesclaim the sweater inthesfirst place?

Mrs. Price doesn'twant thessweaterin‘henelassroom anymere because it's been
hanging in the closet for a long time now. She thinks Rachel is lying, so she tries to
teach her a lesson by forcing her to wear the sweater.

13. Examine the imagery in the following lines: “My face all hot and spit coming out of
my mouth because | can't stoppthellitiie animalihgises from coming out of me until
there aren’t any more tears left in my eyes, and it's just my body shaking like when you
have the hiccups, and my whole head hurts like when you drink milk too fast.” What
messagelistheauthontryingtoconvey to thewreader?



These lines show that this isn't just one small tear that Rachel lets out—she is crying
in an uncontrollable manner. The author conveys to readers that Rachel is
incredibly embarrassed and frustrated. She wishes 'she was invisible because she is
sobbing in front of everyone andishescan't stop=Fheauthor is showing readers that
if you bottle your emotions up, or push them deep down to ignore them, they will
still'tind a way to come out.

14. What happens after Sylvia claims the sweater as her own? Does Mrs. Price
apologize to Rachel? Why or why not?

Nothing happens. Mrs. Price pretends everything is okay and does not apologize
to Rachel. Unfortunately, this probably happens to a lot of kids. A child might know
they are right, and when the truth’ comes out, the.adults seem to not care and not
take the effort to apologize to them."Wirs."Price 'doesn’t apologize because either
she is embarrassed for being wrong, or she thinks students will respect her less if
she admits §he was wrong.

15. How do you think this experience will affect Rachel in the future?

Answers will vary. Rachel might lose trust in some adults because Mrs. Price never
apologized to her. Maybe Rachel will never let a situation like this happen to her
again, and she will always remember to speak up for herself.

16. Examine the figurative language in the following line: “l want today to be far away
already, far away like a runaway balloon, like a tiny o in the sky, so tiny—tiny you have
toselose your gyes tossee ite"=What type of figurativedanguagesis this classified as, and
what is thé fmpact/significanice?

This is a simile that shows Rachel wants this day to be a distant memory, that is so
long gone, it’s hard to see it or remember clearly. She wants this day to become
insignificant, and a fleeting moment that doesn’t matter anymore.

17. Circle back to the beginning ofithe story where Rachel gxplains her philosophy on
birthdays. Does Rachel’s story ofther 11th birthday.explain her specific beliefs about
ages? Why or why not?



This experience does reflect Rachel’s beliefs about aging because on this day,
Rachel probably felt 3 and 5 and 11... 3 because she was crying, and 5 because
she was scared, and 11 because she was confused. Though Rachel had just turned
a year older, she still carried those other ages with her.

18.[How could this stery have been different if Mrs:\Price apologized to Rachel?

If given an apology, Rachel may have forgiven Mrs. Price for the situation and she
might not have been so embarrassed if her peers witnessed the apology. Rachel
might understand that adults make mistakes, and they still should admit when they
are wrong. At the end of the story, Rachel wishes she was anything but eleven, but
maybe she wouldn't feel this way if Mrs. Price had apologized.

19. What is the author’s purpose for this story? Explain.

The authorsends the message that just because you're olderidoes not mean you
will always aetyour age, and that's okay. lt's'thormal to feellike a'child sometimes,
no matter how old you are.

20. How does the setting impact the story?

The setting takes place in Rachel’s classroom. School is a very vulnerable place for
kids. Large groups of children create an environment where everyone wants to fit
in and not draw any negativeattention to themselves: Kids are easily embarrassed
when called out by a teacher in ainegative way. Sehool'can be an uncomfortable
setting because you are surrounded by people who don't know you beyond a
surface level; especially for young kids who are still super’dependent on their
parents for guidance.and.comfort.

21. Why do adults and children clash sometimes? Have you ever been in a situation
where you were treated unfairly by someone older, especially an adult?

Answers will vary. Because of the age gap, children and adults may disagree about
values and beliefs. Their difference insparspectivesmay lead to a lack of respect.




22. Why is it that embarrassing moments feel so painful at the time they’re happening,
but seem humorous to us later on in life?

Answers will vary. Enough time passes that people are able to disconnect from
experiences. These moments no longer mattertesthem'because they are so far
detached from the situation or the people involved in the situation. Additionally,
sometimes@as people grow older, they réalize certain embarrassing moments were
not as bad asithey remember,.or thatimany-other people share similar experiences:

23. How do you expect to feel on your birthday compared to how you actually feel?
What are you “supposed” to feel like?

Answers will vary. Most people expect to feel older on their birthdays. You're
supposed to be happy and/or excited, but that issnat/always the case.

247 What €anyou learn about somedne’s character from how'he orishe acts inlan
embarrassing situation?

Answers will vary. Some people show their true colors in an embarrassing situation
because they are sensitive or exposed. Embarrassing moments can happen to
anyone, and they help people learn not to repeat certain behaviors.

25. What is the best birthday you've ever had and what made it so special?

Answers will vary.
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Be creative and design a
sweater that represents who
you are and the things you
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Requirements,

e 1 Type of embellishment (such as
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1 Pattern (such as polka dofs, stripes,
plaid, chevron, etc.)

e 1 Word or Phrase
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Design your own sweater!







Stripes/Lines
N

|
=
7

|

=\

—ﬁ_._.-_



e o
gl A

ARANINAR,

Al A S
LLr ey




Checkered

i




)
2.0%3%%
- B o6 -

Coh




Southwestern

1 ? ‘l? v .




PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

ALRVLARRRLRA
2
ALTARRRARNRRRRARAR
A,
SRALRARRARNARRANSSS
W1
/LURARRRARNRRRRRRARY
VI

- \
@ @
< <

PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE






ley/Floral

IS

Pa







Name:

| PREVIEW
DR EDUCATION/

PREVIEW
OR EDUCATIONA

PREVIEW




Name: C }"LCLI' lotde

JOones






