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Author Study Project
Brainstorming Worksheet

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? What countrylissthe authorfrom?Where are the author’s parents from?

PRAISED FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people admire and celebrate about this author? List notable works.

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What is something the author has said or done that is not
approved by others? Why do some people dislike this author?

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties or health problems, did the author face?

TWO MAJOR LIFE EVENTS:

Briefly explain two major events that occurred in the author’s life. A major life event is a significant
occurrence that has a lasting impact on an individual's life. These events can be positive or negative.

BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as specific as possible.




QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

EDUCAT IONANRCAREER:

Where and when did the‘author attend school?What.careerchoices ledithis personto’become a successful
author? When did this person become an author? When did the author achieve fame?

PASSION/TALENT:

What skills or talents does the author possess? What beliefs, ideals, or goals does the author have strong
feelings.about? What activities.is;the.author_enthusiastic.about (what.brings him/her joy)?

PERSONAL LIFE:

What are at least two facts about the author’s personal life? For example: Is the author married? Does the
author have children? Does the author have siblings? Who is the author’s closest ally or friend?

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE HIM/HER:

List three personality traits that describe the author.

DEATH DATE OR AGE IF STILL LIVING:

Whendidithe authoripass away? If therauthor'is stillfliving;what'is his/hér age?




Author Study Project
Example Answers: Frederick Douglass

NATIONALITY:

Frederick Douglass is an American, born into slavery. As an enslaved person, Douglass had
limited access,to.dnformation abeuthis.family history and arigins. His,mother was a slave and;his
fatheriwas a white man, rumored-to be his master.

PRAISED FOR:

Douglass is considered a hero for his work in the anti-slavery movement and his lifelong struggle
for equality and civil rights for African Americans. He is recognized for his powerful speeches and
writings. His most famous piece of writing is_his first autobiography, "Narrative of the Life of
Frederick Douglass, an American Slave," published in 1845.

CRILICIZED FOR:

Prior to his autobiography, many people are skeptical that Douglass was a former slave, due to his
intelligence and oratory skills. Even after the narrative was published, people questioned whether
a former slave could have written so effectively and poetically.

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

Arguably the biggest obstacle in his life was.escaping slavery. In' 1838, he disguised himself as a
sailor and boarded a northbound train to Philadelphia, then NYC, then Massachusetts. There he
becameractivelysinvolvediimithe abolitionist movement despite' beingwa fugitive. Douglass try to
escape from slavery 2 times before he succeeded.

TWO MAJOR LIFE EVENTS:

1) Douglass tough himself to read secretly while he was still a slave. After learning the alphabet
from his mistress, he continued to educate himself by reading pamphlets, books, newspapers,
and anything with text. He did so'in secret:because he.would'be punished and abused if he
were caught.

2) Douglass served as the U.S. Minister Resident and Consul General to Haiti from 1889 to 1891.
He saw Haiti™ag"a'symboel of hope andia modelfor AfricanAmerican’pragress.




BIRTH DATE:

Frederick Douglass was born into slavery in Talbot County, Maryland, in 1818. It was common for
enslaved people to not know their.exact.birthdate and birthplace,.as this information was not
recorded by slaveholders. He later celebrated:his birthday: on/February 14th.

QUOINE:

“Once you learn to read, you will be forever free.” Douglass said this in a speech he gave in 1845.
He wanted to encourage other African American to learn to read as a means of liberation.

EDUCATION AND CAREER:

In 1845, Douglass published his first autobiography, "Narrative ‘of the Life of Frederick Douglass,
an American Slave," which became a bestseller and helped to popularize the abolitionist cause.
Douglass’s, many,career titles includesabolitiopistgauther, editor, arator,,and statesman. Education
was not allowedsfor enslaved people so he taught himself to read and write.

PASSION/TALENT:

Douglass was passionate about civil rights and the women's suffrage movement. He was a master
of public speaking, delivering powerful and persuasive speeches that inspired audiences to join the
fight against slavery/ Though it was illegal, Douglass taught other enslaved people literacy skills,
such as reading the bible. He believesreducation was theskey to their freedom.

RERSONAL pletFEs

Douglass married Anna Murray in=1838. They hadfive children."Heremarried Helen Pitts after his
first wife passed away.

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE HIM/HER:

Passionate, Influential, Brave

DEATH DATE . ORWAGE IR STILE LIVING:

Frederick Douglass died on February 20, 1895, at the age of 77.
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