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Author Study Project
Brainstorming Worksheet

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? What countrylissthe authorfrom?Where are the author’s parents from?

PRAISED FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people admire and celebrate about this author? List notable works.

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What is something the author has said or done that is not
approved by others? Why do some people dislike this author?

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties or health problems, did the author face?

TWO MAJOR LIFE EVENTS:

Briefly explain two major events that occurred in the author’s life. A major life event is a significant
occurrence that has a lasting impact on an individual's life. These events can be positive or negative.

BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as specific as possible.




QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

EDUCAT IONANRCAREER:

Where and when did the‘author attend school?What.careerchoices ledithis personto’become a successful
author? When did this person become an author? When did the author achieve fame?

PASSION/TALENT:

What skills or talents does the author possess? What beliefs, ideals, or goals does the author have strong
feelings.about? What activities.is;the.author_enthusiastic.about (what.brings him/her joy)?

PERSONAL LIFE:

What are at least two facts about the author’s personal life? For example: Is the author married? Does the
author have children? Does the author have siblings? Who is the author’s closest ally or friend?

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE HIM/HER:

List three personality traits that describe the author.

DEATH DATE OR AGE IF STILL LIVING:

Whendidithe authoripass away? If therauthor'is stillfliving;what'is his/hér age?




Author Study Project
Brainstorming Worksheet

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? Whatcountryjis'the authorfrom? Where are the author’s parents from?

Roald Dahl is British. He was born in LlandaffSouth Wales: His parents were Norwegian immigrants.

PRAISED FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people ‘admirerand/celebrate aboutithis'auther? List notable 'works:

Dahl was a beloved author, and an exceptional storyteller with an extraordinary imagination. Roald wrote
children's books, short stories, novels, poems, and screenplays. Dahl's most famous works include: “Charlie
and the Chocolate Factory,” "James and the Giant Peach,” “Matilda,” “The Landlady,” and “The BFG.”

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What is/something the author has said or done that is not
approved by others? Whysdo some people‘dislike this author?

Someeritics argue that,Dahl's books: aresnotsuitablesfor youngsreaderssbecauseitheyaresfrequently dark
and sometimeswiolent. Seme parents consider his stories too frighteningiand.grisly for children. Some
language inthis work has'been:changed by publishers. becauseritwas deemed ‘offensive.

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties or health problems, did the author face?

Roald Dahl had a tough childhood. He lost both his father and sister when he was just a little boy. He
attended boarding school that still permitted capital punishment and was abused regularly. His life only
became more complicated as a young,adult after the secondworld war begun. During World War II, Dahl
served as a pilot in the Royal Air Foree. Helwas“involyed in several air battles and suffered a serious crash
in the Libyan desert in"1940, which"left*him with' severe injuries.

TWO'MAUOR LIFE'EVEN]S:

Briefly explain twosmajorievents.that.occurred inithe author’s life. Aimajor life event'is assignificant
occurrence that has a lasting impact on an individual's life. These events can be positive or negative.

1. Dahl’s book “Charlie and the Chocolate Factory” became an even bigger sensation and cult classic after
it was adapted into a film. The first movie, starring Gene Wilder, was released in 1971. It was
reimagined once again through the lens of notorious director Tim Burton, and released in 2005.
2. Dahl won the British Book Awards Children's Author of the Year in 1990 for his contribution to children's
literature:

BIRTH DATE:

When was.the.author born2.Be as,specific,as_possible.

He,wasdborn,on September.13, 1916:




QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

“It doesn't matter who you are or what you look like, so long as somebody loves you.” This quote is from
Roald Dahl's children's book "The Witches." This line emphasizes the idea that love and acceptance should
not be based on physical appearances and he encourages readers to embrace their true selves.

EDUCATION AND CAREER:

Where and when did the author attend school? What career choices led this person to become a successful
auther?VWhen, didthis personbecome @natthor? When'did thevauthorrachieve fame?

Reoald Dahl did not attend college or‘university"Afterhigh’ school, he sotght various job‘opportunities and
pursued his interests independently. He then enlisted in the war. His writing career began after his time
serving in the Royal Air Force. He wrote about the war as well as short stories and he eventually gained

wider recognition with the children’s book “The Gremlins.” His major breakthrough as a literary legend came
in 1961, when “James and the Giant Peach” was published.

PASSION/TALENT:

What skills or talents does the authorpossess?What beliefsideals, /or goals does the author have strong
feelings about? What activities is the author'enthusiastic'about (what brings him/her joy)?

One, ofiDahl'sthobbies,included photography: He:frequently, photographed, his,experiences and carrieda
camera with himreverywhere. Dahlalso had a fondness for gardening and nature. He particularly enjoyed
growing orchidssandshad an‘extensive collection ofithese flowers.

PERSONAL LIFE:

What are at least two facts about the author’s personal life? For example: Is the author married? Does the
author have children? Does the author have siblings? Who is the author’s closest ally or friend?

Roald Dahl’s first marriage was to Patricia Neal in 1953. They had five children together: Olivia, Tessa,
Theo, Ophelia and Lucy. His second wife was Felicity Crosland. They married in 1983.

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE HIM/HER:

List three personality traits that describe the author.

whimsical, limaginative, clever

DEATH DATE OR AGE IF STILL LIVING:

When did the author pass away? If the author is still living, what is his/her age?

Roald Dahl died November 23, 1990 due to a blood disease in Oxford, England.
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