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3. Why did one of Gary's daugPrREVyIIIEW
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4. What does the word "torpid” mean as it is used in the passage?
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5. What is the effect of the final sentence of the story?
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6. What might the author's purpose be for using an unusual structure to tell the story?
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8. What is the tone of the story?
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“Currents” by Hannah Bottomy Voskuil

“PREVIEW™

1. When you read the story backwards, how does the mood begin? (“It was a simple summer
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3. What do you know about the grandmother (Gary’'s mom)? What is she trying to achieve?
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4. How is this story a “Coming of Age” story?
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5. Why does Gary not “protest” against the dark? What is he thinking about?
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6. What year do you think this story takes place? Explain.
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7. How would the story be different if one of the girls had died?
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I ole in this story? Why do you think the author mentions race at all?
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“Currents” by Hannah Bottomy Voskuil
AfterReading/Writing Task

TASK: Write your own backward narrative.

DIRECTIONS: Pick from one of the.writing options below.

A. Pick a memorable event from your life to share. It could be from today, it could be from
last year, it could be a memory from when you were ten years old. This memory could be
positive or negative. Retell the story using reverse chronology. Break up the narrative in
several compact sections in order tocaptivate/readers. Use narrative techniques that
distinctly illustrate the experience. Your story:should be aminimum of 250 words and a
maximum of 500 words.

B. Write a compelling, original, fi ctional story in reverse chronelogy. Your natrative should
include all of the following key aspects: point of view, setting, conflict, characters, theme,
exposition, climax, and resolution. Although the story should be presented backwards,
there still should be cohesion and coherence. Break up the narrative in several compact
sections in order to captivate readers. Your story should be a minimum of 250 words and a
maximum of 500 words.
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“Currents” by Hannah Bottomy Voskuil
Suggested Lesson Procedure

1. Assign students the Before Reading-activity. Students will complete a word splash by
writing a brief story using 7 words that are pulled from the short story “Currents.” This
allows students to encounter vocabulary words and concepts before engaging with the
text, and it helps.them to explore the possible connections among those ideas.
Speculation on what the text may say also builds anticipation for students. Give
students only about five minutes to write, and it's ok if they don’t all finish. | usually have
2 or 3 students share their stories out loud with the class and | will take time to discuss
any unfamiliar terms.

2. Read the short story “Currents’.as a.class (this takes about 2 minutes). Make sure to
take dramatic pauses after every section.

3. Have students answer the questions under “First Read”. Students can work together
in‘groups of 1<3."Review the answers with students.

4. Read the story AGAIN, but this time read it backward, meaning read each section
from the bottom up. Every time you begin a new section, OMIT the phrase “BEFORE
THAT...”

Here is an audio version | found online where the speaker reads the story both forward
and then backward (you can use it in class or just listen yourself to hear an example).

https://www.youtube.com/wateh 2v= XaGk

5. Have students answer the questions under “Second Read”. Students can work
together in groups of 1-3. Review the answers as a whole class. This important step will
solidify students” understanding of the literature as well as model important skills for
Iiterary analysis;

6. Ask students to complete the after reading writing task independently.

Note to teachers: | am unable to offer a full text version of the story because of
Copyright. If you enter “Full Text Currents by Hannah Bottomy Voskuil” into any
search engine, you will find acopy of the story available for you to print and use in
class. Here is the link | used: Currents

If you/have any questions or congerns, please feel free to email me at
c lngatthelit@email €o



Name:

NO+-FRBEERUGATIO AL SE

ANSWERS WILL VARY

PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATHONAL USE

PREVIEW
NOTHOREDUCAHONAL-USE

PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE




Name: Date:

“Currents” by Hannah Bottomy Voskuil

1. What are your first thought t ry’ e chronology confusing,

surprising, or interesting? Explaln
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2. Why is it significant that this was the first hand the girl has ever held?

It reveals how young the characters are. The author explicitly states they are 12 years old, but
this added detail illustrates how innocent and honest the children are. It makes readers
consider why people typically hold hands (to show love or affection) and how in this situation,
the circumstances are much different.

3. Why did one of Gary’s dauB RIEV IEW

One of Gary’s daughters gets ill because she sees a dead body be carried off on a stretcher,
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4. What does the word “torpid” mean as it is used in the passage?
Torpid means apathetic, slow, or dopey.
5. What is the effect of the final sentence of the story?

“Before that, it was a simple summer day.” The final sentence exhibits the theme of the story
which is that death can happe at nng the most pleasant of
human experiences. It was just a 8i oying themselves at the
beach when tragedy strikes. me that there are no such
days as “simple” days; each the thought that any day could

be “simple” speaks to the nalvete of the you aracters The sentence itself is lronlc
use ple, b ts ad
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6. What might the author's purpose be for using an unusual structure to tell the story?

day is inherently c:omp icated, an

The author uses an anaphora which is repeated nine times (“before that”). This pulls the reader
further and further into a plot whose climax comes in the middle of the story.

7. What is the mood of the story?

Dark, suspenseful, urgent, trab R EV I EW

8. What is the tone of the sto
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9. What is the climax of the story?

The climax of the story is the discovery of a boy’s body.

1. How s r e conncto M Emefid A/

A current is a volume of water moving from one [ocatlon to another. A npt;de is a type of
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eventually expose the plot in order for the story to make sense

“Currents” by Hannah Bottomy Voskuil
Reading Questions Second Read

1. When you read the story backwards, how does the mood begin? (“It was a simple summer

NQL EQREDUCATIQNAL.USE

young girl is consoling the boy who is in shock and wordless.
3. What do you know about the grandmother (Gary’s mom)? What is she trying to achieve?

The grandmother turns the lights off for the porch without noticing Gary was sitting outside
because she was “distracted." She wants to quickly reverse the negative thoughts about the
ocean in her grandkids’ minds by forcing them to go swimming the next day. Some might say
the grandmother is unsympathetic or insensitive for telling her kids they must quickly move on
from the tragedy. She may ha C and has seen tragedy before.
She is worried about how this g¥en I e r haps is in denial about how
the event has already impacted he s. ohe ing to keep the grandkids
young at heart.
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The two young girls and the boy’s brother all lose their innocence in this story—transitioning
from children to young adults. The world is not always a safe place; danger exists everywhere,
even in the most seemingly friendly places. The ocean has been corrupted in their minds. It is
no longer just a place for fun, joy, and serenity —it now has another dark, threatening, and
menacing side.

5. Why does Gary not “protesPR Ew«ng about?
Gary is drinking on the porch if the'da ing to he an. This is because he is

disturbed and pained about the events that transpired. Firstly, a death of a child is unsettling—

NCEEQREEEIC AT

infer Gary now feels guilt for not saving the boy’s life.




6. What year do you think this story takes place? Explain.

Answers will vary. This story must have taken place sometime after the 1970s because jet skis
are mentioned and jet skis WGPREVIEW
7. How would the story be different'if the gi d
rs Witz h nd owld pro) d latedmand motbe se laigsez-faire
N R RE R R AT IS REAT R S E
e waterithe next‘day.
8. If this story was written in first person point of view, who do you think would be the most

appropriate narrator? Whose story is this to tell?

Answers will vary. Some might say that it’s the boy’s brother’s story to tell because he is the
closest to the boy and he is affected the most by the tragic event. Some may say that the most

appropriate narrator would ha b il re typically unreliable
narrators and an adult that wa t irec tion might have a more
objective view.
NOIL.EOR.EDUCALTONAL USE
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assumed Filipino as well) pleads desperately with the lifeguard to help his brother. Perhaps the
minimal dialogue suggests the boy’s limited ability to communicate due to a language barrier.
Or perhaps the author is trying to make a statement that there was less of a commotion and
hurry to save the boy (20 minutes he had been missing) because the boy was Filipino as
opposed to white.

10. What is the theme of the story?

The human response to death i Vi : of a young person is
particularly hard for a commu

Death can happen anywhere and anytime. Death and danger are always present even during
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“Currents” by Hannah Bottomy Voskuil
After Reading Writing Task

e b o e

DIRECTIONS: Pick from one of the writing options below.

SE

A. Pick a memorable event from your life to share. It could be from today, it could be from
last year, it could be a memory from when you were ten years old. This memory could be
positive or negative. Retell the story using reverse chronology. Break up the narrative in
several compact sections in order to captivate readers. Use narrative techniques that
distinctly illustrate the experience. Your story should be a minimum of 250 words and a
maximum of 500 words.

B. Write a compelling, originpc&% r{ﬁWgy Your narrative should
include all of the following key aspects: point of view, setting, conflict, characters, theme,

exposition, climax, and resolution. Although the story should be presented backwards, there
‘ .B t
l s; &
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