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Biography Project
Brainstorming Worksheet

First, research the person you are assigned and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers
to the boxes on your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

N

SUCCESSES: Describe at least one major accomplishment or achievement.

EXPERIENCE: Explain at least two memorable life events from this person's life.
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QUOTE: Include one direct quote from this person that is meaningful and significant.

CAREER: What is/was this person’s occupation? How did his/her career begin and flourish?

INSPIRATION; Who or what inspired this person?

PERSONALIT)Y: List.at least three traits.this person possesses.

IDEALS: What does this person believe in? What are his/her morals, values, principles, or goals?

AGE/DEATH DATE: How old'is this person? \Where arexthey now?'If they are no longer alive, where/when/how
did they pass away?




Bessie Coleman

Famous For: What is the thing they are most known for?

Bessie Coleman was the first African-American woman, and ‘also the first woman of Native-
American descent, to hold a pilot's license.

Successes: Describe atleast-one major-accomplishment.or achievement.

Bessie Coleman got to fly publicly as the first African American woman to do a flight
performance in 1922.

Failures: Describe one failure [oriloss this'personfexperienced:

When Bessie turned eighteen years of age, she saved enough money to afford Langston
University in Langston, formerly known as_Colored Agricultural and Normal University. After a
semester, she had to drop out of college as she couldn't afford to continue her education
because of a\financial crisis.

Experience: Explain at least two memorable life events from this person's life.

On June 15, 1921, she became the first American woman to obtain an international pilot’s
license from the Fédération Aéronautique Internationale.

In 1921, Coleman returned to.Chicago,and.got a job.as a barnstorming pilot, performing
stunts at aviation shows. “Barnstorming®-was a popular. style of flying throughout the 1920s.

Hurdles: What'struggles/obstacles did this persontovercome?

Only two years into her flight career, Coleman survived her first major airplane accident. In
February 1923, her airplane engine suddenly stopped working mid-flight and she crashed.
She was badly hurt in the accident and suffered a broken leg, a few cracked ribs, and cuts
on her face. The accident did not stop her from flying again.

Birth: List this person’s birth daterand birthplace.

Bessie Coleman was born on January 26, 1892 in Atlanta, TX.




Quote: Include one direct quote from this person that is memorable or significant.

“| refused to take no for an answer.”

Career: What is/was this person’s occupation? How did his/her career begin?

Coleman obtained an'international pilot’s license,from the Fedération Aéronautique
Internationale. After returning to the United States Coleman would find that racial and gender
biases precluded her from becoming a commercial pilot. Stunt flying, or barnstorming
became her profession as it was her only career option. Before her career in aviation,
Coleman went to the Burnham School of Beauty Culture in 1915 and became a manicurist in
a local barbershop.

Inspiration: Who or what inspired thisyperson?

One day Bessie’s brother John, who had served in France during World War 1 said, “l know
something that French women do that you'll never do...fly!” That remark prompted Coleman to
travel to France, after teaching herself the language, and on June 15, 1921, she graduated
from the Federation Aeronautique Internationale, becoming the first/African American woman
to achieve a pilot’s license.

Personality: List at least three traits this person possesses.

Determination, Resilience, Courage.

Ideals: What does this person believe in? What are their morals/values/principles or goals?

Coleman was principled and believed in.a,vision of a.more equal society. Coleman used her
position of prominence to encourage other African Americans to fly. She also made a point of
refusing.to perform at locations that wouldn't admit Black people.

Age/Death Date: How old is this person? Where are they now? If they are no longer alive,
where/when/how did they die?

On April 30, 1926, Bessie Coleman took a test flight with a mechanic hamed William Wills.
Wills piloted the plane while Coleman sat in the passenger seat. At about 3,000 feet in the
air, a loose wrench got stuck.in.the.engine, of the aircraft..Wills could no longer control the
steering wheel, and the plang flipped over. Coleman.was not wearing a seatbelt. At the time,
airplanes did not have a roof. Due to her.un-fastened.seatbelt, when the plane flipped over,
Coleman fell out of the open plane. She did not survive the fall. Coleman died April 30, 1926;
she was 34 years old at her time of death.
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