Teacher Guide

“Christmas.is.a.Sad Season for the Poor”
By J6hn/Cheever

Suggested L.esson Procedure: ~3Days

1) Anticipation Guide: Have students complete the anticipation guide by
reading each statement and indicating whether they agree or disagree, and
then answer the questions that follow. They can do this in pairs or
independently. (~10 minutes) Have a class discussion about the statements
and questions on the worksheet. (~10 minutes)

2) Before Reading: Teach students'the 10 voeabulary words using the
“Introduction Lesson” Powerpoint presentation. Students should copy
down definitionsiusingitheigraphicorganizer."Reviewtherintroduction
slides: Meet,the Author, Meet the Protagonist, and Setting. (~15-minutes)

3) Read Story: Read the short story by John Cheever. The whole story
takes about 30 minutes to read without stopping. I suggest taking breaks to
discuss and answer the reading questions as you go. (~45 minutes)

4) Questions: Make sure students have answered all of the reading
questions and you have reviewed-the answersas/a class. Assign students the
after reading questions. I*et students'work in groups of 2-3. Facilitate a
discussion after 20 minutes. (~25 minutes)

5) Creative Writing Options: Ask students to complete'one-of the
writing options independently. (15 minutes)

5) Greeting Card: Give students the opportunity to create and decorate a
holiday card and write a meaningful message of gratitude. (30+ minutes)
Provide the materials necessary.
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9) Why do all the tenants believe Charlie as worthy of their charity?

10) What does Charlie receive? P R EV I EW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

11) How does Charlie scare Mrs. Gadshill? What happens as a result?

NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

13) What does Charlie decide to do with all the gifts he was given?

14) What does the landlady do after Charlie leaves? Why must she hurry?

PREVIEW
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After Readin,
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2) Why does Charlie say Santa Claus only visits the rich?



3) What is the main conflict in the story?

4) Why is it that the vast amount of PRFVeI&EWtuaHy make him feel any better?
g; ;ow !o yOIE—)l a;out llharlie?Eu ; I L E

s ne a gOOd person!

6) Is comparison the thief of joy? P R EV I EW
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8) In what ways can "Christmas is a Sad Season for the Poor" be seen as a mirror or window to modern

PREVIEW
NOF-FOR EDUEATIONAL USE

10) Is there a day of the year you feel out of sync with the rest of society? Why do you feel differently about
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Creative Writing Options
Pick one of the following.

Each option must be a minimum of 8 sentences in length.

Option A) Write a friendly letter to laints on Christmas Day. Offer him
support and guldance as he searches R v E ife. Share some advice to help him
galn perspectlve What lessons can he lea ati ht he have done dlfferently"

Encourafe 1’111’11 and prov1de ldeas fOl" movmg fOl"W

NOT.EOR.EDUCATIONAL.USE

tone to eXp ain what Charlie has learned and how he has grown from the experlence The letter should be

written in the first person and emphaSIZe Charlie's posmve qualltles and gratltude for the opportumtles he’s

PREVIEW
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been given.
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John Cheever(1242-1982) was a highlvecelaimed
American writer known for his poignant short stories and
novels that often explored themes of suburban life,
human frailty, and social dynamics.

Cheever often writes about the lives of ordinary people,
focusing on their emotional struggles.

“The Stories of John Cheever"” (A Short Story Collection)
won the Pulitzer Prize for Fctien jif,] 2£2.

Cheever's name was closelassaciated with The New
Yorker, a periodical that published many of his stories.
“Christmas.is a Sad Season for the Poar” was published
In The New Xerker on.December 24, 1949.

Meet the Author
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