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Author Study Project
Brainstorming Worksheet

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? What countrylissthe authorfrom?Where are the author’s parents from?

PRAISED FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people admire and celebrate about this author? List notable works.

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What is something the author has said or done that is not
approved by others? Why do some people dislike this author?

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties or health problems, did the author face?

TWO MAJOR LIFE EVENTS:

Briefly explain two major events that occurred in the author’s life. A major life event is a significant
occurrence that has a lasting impact on an individual's life. These events can be positive or negative.

BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as specific as possible.




QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

EDUCAT IONANRCAREER:

Where and when did the‘author attend school?What.careerchoices ledithis personto’become a successful
author? When did this person become an author? When did the author achieve fame?

PASSION/TALENT:

What skills or talents does the author possess? What beliefs, ideals, or goals does the author have strong
feelings.about? What activities.is;the.author_enthusiastic.about (what.brings him/her joy)?

PERSONAL LIFE:

What are at least two facts about the author’s personal life? For example: Is the author married? Does the
author have children? Does the author have siblings? Who is the author’s closest ally or friend?

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE HIM/HER:

List three personality traits that describe the author.

DEATH DATE OR AGE IF STILL LIVING:

Whendidithe authoripass away? If therauthor'is stillfliving;what'is his/hér age?




Kate Chopin
Answers will vary

Use the following guidelines to fill in the boxes on your poster. Each box should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Kate Chopin was American, born Catherine O'Flaherty in St. Louis, Missouri. Her father was Irish and her
motherwasFrench.

PRAISED FOR:

Kate:Chopinwrotesshortssteriesppoetrypplays, andmovels: Sheshas writtenjover 100 short stories. Her
writing was+greatly influencedsby the aftermath of the civil war and the time she Spent living|in
Louisiana. Kate is praisedforher exploration of-feminist'themesand herboldness to discussithe struggles
of women in patriarchal societies. Her work was often inspired by the strong women in her family and her
resentment to act like a “lady” and perform domestic duties. Her most famous stories include: "Désirée's
Baby”, “The Story of an Hour”, "Madame Celestin's Divorce”, “A Pair of Silk Stockings”, “A Respectable
Woman®, “The Storm”, and “The Awakening.”

CRITICIZED FOR:

Kate’s novel “The Awakening” receivedssignificant/backlash when/it was first published in 1899. The
protagonist experiences a sexual awakening and participates in‘an extramarital affair, which was
considered highly scandalous at the time. The novel challenges traditional gender roles and the

expectations placed on women:

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

Kate’s father, Thomas, a highly successful businessman, died in a railroad accident when Kate was only
five years old. The death of her father contributed to her sense of independence and self-reliance. His death
shaped her worldview and would later inspire her to write about themes related to identity and loss.

TWO MAJOR LIFE EVENTS:

Kate’s husband Oscar died of Malaria,which left her in great debt. She was expected to move back with her
mother after he died—because she was a woman—but Kate ran the family store and their small plantation
instead, shocking,people in the community.

Kate hosted St._Louis' first literary salon, a social gathering one evening a week where both women and
men could gather for some intelligent conversation at Kate'’s house. On occasion, publishers and reviewers
attended Chopin‘s salons which gave her.more opportunities to'share her work-and network.

BIRTH DATE:

Kate was born on February 8, 1850.

QUOTE:

"The bird that would soar above the levelplain=of tradition-and prejudice must have strong wings.” This
quote captures one of the repeatingthemesiin.€hopin's writing, which is breaking free from societal norms,
expectations, and prejudice. She suggests that one must possess the strength and determination to go
against the grain.




EDUCATION AND CAREER:

From 1855 to 1868, Kate attended the Sacred Heart Academy, but she did not attend college because there
were no opportunities for women to further their education at the time, nor were they encouraged to try.
Chopin's first short story was published in 1889. Her most famous work, The Awakening, appeared in 1899
and made her famous and somewhat=notoriousrbecause [of the:controversy it caused. Her collection of work
later gained recognition as groundbreakingwaork=of literature=Her impact as a writer was rediscovered and
appreciated in the latter half of the 20th centuryswhen societal-norms-had changed. In 1902, she published
her last story, “Polly."

PASSION/TALENT:

Kate’s great-grandmother taught her to speak French and play piano. She was raised by strong women
and liked to break the mold of the typical woman. Kate rode horses astride rather than sidesaddle and
smoked cigarettes which were considered “un-ladylike.”

PERSONAL LIFE:

Kate married Oscar Chopin in June 1870;"andthey moved to"New Orleans. Between 1871 and 1879, she
had six'children™He died in 1882 of malaria.

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE HIM/HER:

COURAGEOUS, INDEPENDENT, INNOVATIVE

DEATH DATE OR AGE IF STILL LIVING:

Kate died in St. Louis, Missouri, on August 22, 1904. She died at the age of 54 of a brain hemorrhage.
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