Teacher Guide

“The Burglar's Christmas”
by Elizabeth L. Seymour aka Willa Cather

Suggested Lesson Procedure: ~3 Days

1) Before Reading Worksheet (~10 minutes): Have students complete the before reading activity where they
write a brief short story using words given to them. These words are taken from the story and hint at the main
elements. This strategy builds anticipation, activates prior knowledge, and encourages students to make
connections before engaging with the text. Have a few students share their_stories with the class.

2) Teach Vocabulary Terms (~15 minutes): Use the provided PowerPoint to introduce vocabulary terms from
"The Burglar's Christmas” as well as background information on the author. As you present each term, have
students copy the definitions into their vocabulary chart graphic organizers.

3) Read the Short Story and Answer During Reading Questions (~40 minutes)

Read "The Burglar's Christmas" as a class, pausing periodically-to discuss key passages and clarify
understanding. As you read, students should answer the accompanying reading questions. Allocate time for
brief discussions to ensure comprehension.

4) After-Reading Questions (=15 minutes):
Pair students to complete the after-reading questions. Encourage collaboration and discussion to deepen their
understanding of the story's themes and events.

5) Figurative Language Chart (~30 Minutes)

Assign students to groups of 2-3 to work on the figurative language chart. Acknowledge that this task may be
challenging, especially for lower secondary students, and encourage them to try their best to identify and
explain each type of figurative language. After 15-20 minutes, review the chart together as a class, discussing
each example and its meaning to reinforce understanding.

6) Read "The Prodigal Son" (~10 minutes):
As a class, read the parable of "The Prodigal Son".

7) Venn Diagram Comparison (~10 minutes)
Students will complete a Venn diagram comparing the themes, characters, and events in "The Burglar's
Christmas" and "The Prodigal Son". Allow students to work individually or in pairs.

8) Comparison Discussion Questions (~20 minutes)

Group students in pairs or small groups to discuss and answer the after reading discussion questions.
Conclude the lesson by reviewing the discussion questions as a whole class, allowing students to share their
insights and consolidate their understanding.

Note to Teachers:
The full texts included insthis'resourceshaverbeenveditedsl have removed the'racial slur in “The*Burglar’s
Christmas” and the term "prostitutes” in “The Prodigal Son.”
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Before Reading

Directions: Using all of the words in the b rite ory that connects all of them. Be creative!
Try to write a narrative that makes sense éVF y to share!




“The Burglar's Christmas” Short Story by Willa Cather
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grapple verb
jaded adjective
futile adjective
superfluous adjective
entreaty noun
reproach noun
vexed adjective




PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE



PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE



15) How does the internal conflict within William contribute to the story’s emotional impact?
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18) Would the story have been as effective if told from William’s first-person perspective? Why or why not?
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Figurative Language Analysis

Date:

Complete the chart below by reading each line from the story. Identify the type of figurative language used in
the underlined section and explain [itsSimeaningin youf’owa words.'"Refer to the story for context. The first
examplethas been/completed for\you.

inesfrom;Story Figurative Explanation
Language
1. “Got anything left you can hoc?" slang This is slang for pawning an item,

meaning to exchange something for
money.

2. "l guess we are at our rope's end, sure enough.”

3. “Isthinkslshad agrew inlsongtin's,placesonce=ld better,
not show myself there'again.”

4. “It is a tragic hour, that hour when we are finally
driven to reckon with ourselves, when every avenue of
mental distraction has been cut off and our own life and
all its irreversible failures closes about us like the walls
of that old torture chamber of the Inquisition.”

5. “The unyielding conviction was upon him that he lhad
failed in everything, had outlived everything. It had
been near him for a long time, that Pale Spectre. He
had caught its shadow at the bottom of his glass\many
a'time,/at the head of his bed when he was sleepless at
night, in the twilight shadows when some great sunset
broke upon him.”

6. “But now_it settled slowly over him. like night, the
endless Northern nights that bid the sun a long
farewell.”

7. "It rose up before him_like granite.”




8. “His days seemed numbered and done, sealed over
like the little coral cells at the bottom of the sea.”

9. "And since then there were other birthday suppers
that he could not rememberso clearly; the memery of
them was heavy and flat. like cigarette smoke that has
been shut'in a room all night. like champaane that has
been a day opened. a song that has been too often
sungd. an acute sensation that has been overstrained.”

10. “It would be interesting to add another study to his
gallery of futile attempts, and then label them all: "the
failure as a journalist," "the failure as a lecturers"the
failure as a businessman," "the failure as a.thief;" and
so on, like the titles under the pictures of the Dance of
Death. It was time that Childe Roland came to the dark
tower.”

11.,:Still burning with impatience against himself he
entered quickly.”

12. “That soft voice, the warmth and fragrance of her
person stole through his chill, empty veins like a gentle
stimulant.”

13:kLKnow your every pessibility 'and limitationsas a
composer knows his instrument.”

14. "He wondered dimly if the Author of this'sad little
riddle of ours were not able to solve it after‘all, and if
the Potter would not finally mete out his all
comprehensive justice, such as none but he could
havento hisskhings:wof Clay, which,are madesinshis gwn
patterns, weak or sirong, for his.own ends:”
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After Reading
Discussion Questions

1) Which story’s portrayal of family dynan‘PRrE\Vf EeWe or realistic to you? Why?
NQI. EQR.ELDIICATIONAL.LUSE

3) The older brother in “The Prodigal Son” struggles with feelings of resentment. How can resentment affect relationships

R R R
NQI.EQR ERUGAIIONAL USE

5) How do societal pressures or personal pride sometimes stop people from seeking forgiveness, as seen in “The
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7) Forgiving others can be difficult, but what about forgiving yourself? How can people overcome self-blame to find
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