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Author Study Project
Brainstorming Worksheet

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? What countrylissthe authorfrom?Where are the author’s parents from?

PRAISED FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people admire and celebrate about this author? List notable works.

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What is something the author has said or done that is not
approved by others? Why do some people dislike this author?

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties or health problems, did the author face?

TWO MAJOR LIFE EVENTS:

Briefly explain two major events that occurred in the author’s life. A major life event is a significant
occurrence that has a lasting impact on an individual's life. These events can be positive or negative.

BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as specific as possible.




QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

EDUCAT IONANRCAREER:

Where and when did the‘author attend school?What.careerchoices ledithis personto’become a successful
author? When did this person become an author? When did the author achieve fame?

PASSION/TALENT:

What skills or talents does the author possess? What beliefs, ideals, or goals does the author have strong
feelings.about? What activities.is;the.author_enthusiastic.about (what.brings him/her joy)?

PERSONAL LIFE:

What are at least two facts about the author’s personal life? For example: Is the author married? Does the
author have children? Does the author have siblings? Who is the author’s closest ally or friend?

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE HIM/HER:

List three personality traits that describe the author.

DEATH DATE OR AGE IF STILL LIVING:

Whendidithe authoripass away? If therauthor'is stillfliving;what'is his/hér age?




Ray Bradbury Example Answers
Author Study Project

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? What<country|is the author from? Where are the author’s parents from?

Ray Douglas Bradbury was born in Waukegan, lllinois, therefore he is American. His father was American
and his mother was@a Swedish'immigrant:

PRAISED FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people admire and celebrate about this author? List notable works.

Bradbury is famous for his literary work in the following genres: science fiction, fantasy, dystopian, horror,
and mystery. He has written more than 30 books, close to 600 short stories, and numerous poems, essays,
screenplays and plays. People praise hisywork=for his social criticism, and his apprehension regarding
rampant advancements in technology<Hisswork=is also rich with'metaphors and similes, and the themes in
his stories prove timeless. Some of his‘'most notable workstinclude: Fahrenheit 451, Dandelion Wine, A
Sound of Thunder, The lllustrated Man, All Summer in a Day, The Martian Chronicles, and The Veldt.

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What is something the author has said or done that is not
approved by others? Why do some people dislike this author?

Some critics have accused Bradbury of being overly pessimistic and failing to recognize the benefits that
technology can bring.

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional, obstacles'has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as finaneial difficulties ‘or health"problems, did the author face?

Bradbury lived during the Great Depression. The economic hardships of the depression forced the Bradbury
family torleaverlilingis'so Ray's father could find work=The familysmovedto Tucson, Arizona, but jit didi not
work out. Over the next several years, Bradbury and his family moved multiple times'in search of work and
better opportunities. Thesfamily eventuallyssettled in.Los Angeles, California in 1934.

TWO MAJOR LIFE EVENTS:

Briefly explain two major events that occurred in the author’s life. A major life event is a significant
occurrence that has a lasting impact on an individual's life. These events can be positive or negative.

In 1937, Bradbury joined the Los Angeles.Science Fiction LLeague, even though he was still in high school.
He received encouragement from young writers 'such assHenry Kuttner, Robert Heinlein, and Leigh
Brackett. His involvement in the league played a crucial role in connecting Bradbury with other writers and
fans who,shared,his.interests. Bradbury’s first science fiction writings appeared in the LASFL’s fanzines:
Ray Bradbury received'many honors, for his work; some include: an Emmy for'his animated adaptation‘ef
The Halloween Tree (1994), Bram Stoker.Award«(1984)ythe National Medal of Arts (2004), and the,Pulitzer
Prize Special Citation (2007) for his distinguished career as one of the greatest American writers.




BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as specific as possible.

Ray Douglas Bradbury was born August 22, 1920.

QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

“Therefareyworse crimes thamburningdooks.One of them is not reading them."
This quote by Bradbury stresses the dangers of.a society that does not value or prioritize reading.

EDUCATION AND CAREER:

Where and when did the author attend school? What career choices led this person to become a successful
author? When did this person become an author? When did the author achieve fame?

Bradbury couldn't afford to go to college, so he went to the local library instead. He published his first short
story in a fan magazine in 1938, the same year he'graduated from high school. Bradbury was ineligible for
the draft during WWII because of his'vision problems, so he focused on becoming a full time writer. Ray
Bradbury's big break came in 1947, when he published his short story "Homecoming" in the magazine
“*Mademoiselle." Shortly after, Ray was offered a contract with a literary agent. His work continued to
become mare popularized, however, it was Bradbury's novel Fahrenheit:451,(1953) that made him a
household name ‘and a literary legend.

PASSION/TALENT:

What skills or talents does the author possess? What beliefs, ideals, or goals does the author have strong
feelings about? What activities is the author enthusiastic about (what brings him/her joy)?

Outside of writing, Bradbury enjoyed astronomy and traveling. As a child, he was also deeply fascinated by
magic. Bradbury was a passionate collector of books, art, and other items that he found interesting or
inspiring. He once estimated.that.he owned over.25,000 books.

PERSONAL LIFE:

What are_at least two facts about the author’s personal life?_For example: Is the author married? Does the
author have children? Does the author have siblings? Who is the‘author’s closest ally or friend?

Bradbury married Marguerite "Maggie" McClure in 1947, whom he met while she was working as a clerk at
a bookstore. The couple had four daughters, Susan (1949), Ramona (1951), Bettina (1955) and Alexandra
(1958). They were married for over 56 years until Marguerite's death in 2003.

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE HIM/HER:

List threg personality traits that describe the author.

Poetic, dedicated, visionary

DEATHDATE ORAGE IFSTILL LIVING:

When did the author pass away? If the author is still living, what'is his/her age?

Bradbury died of natural causes in Los Angeles on June 5, 2012, at the age of 91. He died peacefully at his
home surrounded by his family.
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