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Legacy pppview

» Ellison’s novel Invisible Man was published in 1952. It is about an African

NEEEOR-ERECATIONAL-ISE

* The short story “Battle Royal” is the first chapter of Invisible Man and was
published in 1947, nearly five years before the novel.

* Invisible Man is regarded as a groundbreaking analysis on the racial injustice
of Black Americans as well as other communities that were historically
marginalized.

* This novel was on the bepRtEV IEWn a row.

* In 1953, the novel won the National Book Award.
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Historical I%EV
* On December 6, 1865, the 13th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution is ratified which
ici [ institutio i ic
NS ESEEBUCATION AL-WJSE
e rate to America. Additionally, there

Southern states from onfederacy had to reinteg
were 4 million slaves that were newly-freed.

* On April 14, 1865, President Abraham Lincoln is assassinated and Andrew Johnson becomes
the 17th President of the United States.

* Johnson granted amnesty to most former Confederates and allowed the rebel states to elect
new governments.

* These governments, which ofteni 0 ans, enabled the southern states
to pass restrictive “Black Codes™ t | the | avior of former enslaved
people, further oppressing their community.

NETEOR EDECATIONALUSE

their newly-fo
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° ®
Historical
R » Those who attempted to defy Jim Crow laws often faced arrest,

S PO LI ATICIR AL LISE

Confederate veterans. The KKK later grew into a secret society
terrorizing Black communities.

* Black schools, churches, and homes were vandalized and
destroyed.

» It was typical for a group of white people to attack, torture,
and —in some states—lynch Black Americans.

QV‘LE n white and Black people was
orbidden=If a'Black man even so much as glanced at a

white woman, there was trouble.

Confederate soldiers served as judges and police officers.
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Historical Context

In 1914, hundreds of thousands of Black Americans relocated to
urban cities injthe northern statesstoseek better economic soecial,
pelitical, and ¢ivil opportumities (& well as to escape racial
warfare). This'is known as the Great Migration.

In Harlem, New York, The Harlem Renaissance is born. It was an
era of cultural opportunity and awakening in the 1920s for
African Americans.

In 1941, America joins World War II. More than one and a half
million African Americans serve in the United States military
forces.

Despite their gallant efforts in the:wanBlagkveterans retamed
home to more unrest. Segregation, vio]ence_, and dan‘gé‘i‘ was still
a regular aspect of African American life.

In 1945, the past-World War II era saw.an increase.in ciyil rights
activities in the-Affican Americaneommunity.

In'thé 1950s, the Civil'Rights Movenerit emetged:
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Name: Date:
“Battle Royal” by Ralph Ellison
Vocabulary
contradiction noun
exult verb
meek adj
emphatically adv
treachery noun
oration noun
misgivings noun
anteroom noun
prone adj
fastidious adj
apoplexy noun
extol verb
stolid adj




Name: Date:
“Battle Royal” by Ralph Ellison
Literary Analysis

A battle royal is a fight—with more than two combatants in a ring—where the last fighter standing is

declared the winner. P_wa

1. What internal struggles in the narrator dealing with?

NOT FOR EDUCATIO

2. Why is the narrator’s invitation to speak at a town gathering such a triumph for the community?

PREVIEW
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4. What is preventing the narrator from just leaving the party?

PREVIEW
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6. What can you infer about the gueslPRDE V.leE/Whe dancing woman?

7. What is the purpose of blindfolding the participants of the battle royal? What is achieved?



8. What concerns does the narrator have about his speech?

9. How does the narrator prove himselfite bewaiverafter the fightis over?

10. What is'the symbolism of the elecirifiedsug?

11. The following excerpt from the narrator’s speech are lines quoted by Booker T. Washington from his
"Atlanta Compromise" Speech.

A ship lost at sea for many days suddenly sighted a friendly vessel. From the'mast/of the unfortunate vessel was seen a signal, "Water,
water. We die of thirst.” The answer from the friendly vesselatronce came back, "Cast down your bucket where you are."

A second time the signal, "Water, send us water," ran up from the distressed vessel, and was answered, "Cast down your bucket
where.you are.” A third.and fourth signal for water.was answered, "Cast down your.bucket.where you.are.”. The captain of the
distressed vessel, at last heeding the injunction cast dewn his bucket and/it.came up/full of fresh, sparkling water from the mouth,of
the Amazon River. To those of my race who depend on bettering their condition in a foreign land or who underestimate the importance
of cultivating friendly relations with the southern white man who is their next-door neighbor, | would say, "Cast down your bucket
where you are. Cast it down in making friends in every manly way of the people of all races by whom you are surrounded."

What is the significance of this allusion in the story “Battle Royal”?

12. Why is there such an uproar when the narrator accidentally declares “social equality”?

13. What underlying message is sent by the superintendent who delivers a gift to the narrator?

14. What is so significant about the narrator’s dream in‘'the end?

15. In what ways is the narrator an “invisible man”?



Name: Date:
“Battle Royal” by Ralph Ellison
Constructed Response

Directions: Answer the following prompts in a minimum of one paragraph each.

1. Explain the meaning of the advice, e outh.” What does it symbolize? Why
does his grandfather give this advice?
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PREVIEW

. is the best existential advice you’ve ever been given OR what is the most profound advice you ha
for others? Explain.
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Answer Keys
“Battle Royal” by Ralph Ellison
Vocabulary

contradiction

noun

a combination of statements or ideas that are opposed to one

PREVIEW

exult

verb

feel or show triumphant elation

NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USF

meek adj quiet, gentle, and easily imposed on
emphatically adv in a forceful way
treachery noun A betrayal of trust; deceptive action or nature

NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USFE

oration noun a formal speech
misgivings noun a feeling of doubt or apprehension
anteroom noun

PREVIEW

NOT FOR EPDUYCATIONAL USE

fastidious

adj

very concerned about accuracy and detalil

apoplexy

noun

pﬂEerwulting from a cerebral hemorrhage
1

NOT FOR EDUCTATIONAL USE

stolid

adj

Describes someone calm and showing little emotion




Answer Keys
“Battle Royal” by Ralph Ellison
Literary Analysis

A battle royal is a fight—with more than two combatants in a ring—where the last fighter standing is

declared the winner. P_RWI_M

1. What internal struggles in the narrator dealing with?

haunt him. His grandfather’s plea on his deathbed causes the narrator to constantly question his own
decisions and life choices. The narrator struggles between what he knows is right and what he submits to in
order to please his white neighbors and heed his grandfather’s advice.

2. Why is the narrator’s invitation to speak at a town gathering such a triumph for the community?

This is pre-Civil Rights era, and the fa a white party to speak was a major
accomplishment as far as progress. yr e tereotypes but there was hope that
he would be respected for his abilitiesfand*no#| y t r'ef his skin.

NOTFOR EDUCATONAL LUSE

that white people—even those who preach peace, and those who teach unity, and those who heal, and those
who seek justice —are all accomplices to the racial inequalities in America at this time. These “respectable”
leaders of the community are all hypocritical and culpable for their bigotry. People with real power were
abusing their positions with prejudice. Additionally, the narrator mentions this detail to emphasize how
nervous he was to give his speech.

4. What is preventing the narrator from just leaving the party?

Although he wants to leave, he is terri 't hite men tell him to do, he may be
punished with violence. If he leaves, i i and the Black community; it was a
milestone for a Black man to give a speecita entlike't e first place. Lastly, it is physically difficult

for him to escape; he is surrounded by people and it's hard to move around.
N ) e e bdd ol esbasstie e A L LS E

The American dream, freedom, independence, and equality are all things the narrator strives for but can't
attain. The tattoo on the American white woman is a symbol for The American dream... the narrator can only
look, but he can never touch. (The narrator is representative of all Black people at this time.)

6. What can you infer about the guests of this party from the scene with the dancing woman?

The woman is terrified and disgusted n [ riThey are grabbing her and she tries
to escape them. This tells readers th h ily friendly. The guests are not
honorable men. Their behavior is shameful}'in t, and di I:%they treat the woman like an animal, so

one might assume the Black guests won’t be treated with respect either.

NSF-FOR-ERSCAHONAL USE

The white men in charge want to humiliate the Black men. They achieve their goal of stealing the dignity from
these men who are now forced to fight against their will. It’s symbolic of how white people blind the Black
people in America and make them feel powerless.



8. What concerns does the narrator have about his speech?
He is concerned no one will take him seriously after the humiliating fight he’s been forced to participate in. He

looks like a wreck, bleeding, and sweating, and suffering. The narrator thinks if he wins the fight, he can earn
their respect and then they will enjoy his speech even more. He believes if he doesn’t win the fight, they might

not allow him to give his speech at aP REy l_l w
9. How does the narrator prove himself to be t E i ?
ry s d driend| t torggo CQ i ney,” he realizes i
NEFF TR SR AR O RATS E
sed’and hurt

10. What is the symbolism of the electrified rug?

The boys are given a chance to take coins and bills from a rug after the battle royal. When they are grabbing
the money, they realize the rug is electrified. This symbolizes the difficulties the Black people went through in
the struggle for equality. They had to suffer and endure physical pain as the white people were amused. Black

people were not given anything they P R)EY [ Iways a price attached.
11. The following excerpt from the narrato li EW Booker T. Washington from his

"Atlanta Compromise" Speech.
p lost at sea fo - ly sighted a frie v . From ast of the - e as seen a sign e
Ni fthirJ"Th ans ;Rnh m uiCA [atﬂﬂLmUSE

A second time the signal, "Water, send us water," ran up from the distressed vessel, and was answered, "Cast down your bucket
where you are.” A third and fourth signal for water was answered, "Cast down your bucket where you are.” The captain of the
distressed vessel, at last heeding the injunction cast down his bucket and it came up full of fresh, sparkling water from the mouth of
the Amazon River. To those of my race who depend on bettering their condition in a foreign land or who underestimate the importance
of cultivating friendly relations with the southern white man who is their next-door neighbor, | would say, "Cast down your bucket
where you are. Cast it down in making friends in every manly way of the people of all races by whom you are surrounded."

What is the significance of this allusion in the story “Battle Royal”?

Booker T. Washington recommends t iC ' heir Buckets” and befriend the
white people. Instead of getting ang fensiv u they learn to work with the white
men and earn their respect. The narrator’s speech was written before the night he was humiliated at the party.
The reference to Washington’s speech shows the narrator's naive way of thinking; he hoped that Black men

cou e B is Speech, le vould respect
d hi il llusion also s et ousl| i e narrator i
adhering to his grandfather’s advice ay along with the white man 1o get ahead.
12. Why is there such an uproar when the narrator accidentally declares “social equality”?
This shows how white people were not ready to accept Black people as equals in the South. Black Americans

were still considered inferior and the Civil Rights Laws were not in place yet. White people were
uncomfortable with the though of equal rijh

ts.
13. What underlying message is sent Ph ;E1¥r| EW a gift to the narrator?

The narrator has to undergo humiliation to win a scholarship to achieve his dreams. The superintendent is

N R R R e S T R DA S



14. What is so significant about the narrator’s dream in the end?

The narrator dreams his grandfather tells him to open a number of envelopes in the briefcase, which ends
with a note that says, “Keep this boy running.” This represents the illusion white people gave to Black people
that they could achieve their goals if they only worked hard enough. This wasn’t exactly true since there were
still copious amounts of obstacles African Americans had to suffer and endure just to live a decent life.

15. In what ways is the narrator an “irPREVI EW

He is unnamed throughout the story because he is seen in society as nobody. All African Americans at the
ti ie i ightspi iRg@cces rivi i 2ople had, such @s wealth,
N SR OO AT S E
IS.

Answer Keys
“Battle Royal” by Ralph Ellison
Constructed Response

Directions: Answer the PR Erv iI Eml of one paragraph each.
1. Explain the meaning of the advice, “Live wi r head in lion's mouth.” What does it symbolize? Why

does his grandfather give this advice?

N B R CaAk €N -34S E

of risk and danger. Living side by side with white people symbolizes living dangerously because white
people controlled the communities and government. White people would violently attack Black
Americans as well as anyone else opposed to their ideals. The narrator’s grandfather gives him this
advice because he is full of regret and does not want his family to suffer a similar fate.

2. What is the best existential advice you've ever been given OR what is the most profound advice you have

for others? Explain.

Answers will vary. P R EV I EW
NQIL.EQR.ERDUCATIONAL.LSE

why not?

Answers will vary.
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