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Biography Project
Brainstorming Worksheet

First, research the person you are assigned and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers
to the boxes on your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

N

SUCCESSES: Describe at least one major accomplishment or achievement.

EXPERIENCE: Explain at least two memorable life events from this person's life.
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QUOTE: Include one direct quote from this person that is meaningful and significant.

CAREER: What is/was this person’s occupation? How did his/her career begin and flourish?

INSPIRATION; Who or what inspired this person?

PERSONALIT)Y: List.at least three traits.this person possesses.

IDEALS: What does this person believe in? What are his/her morals, values, principles, or goals?

AGE/DEATH DATE: How old'is this person? \Where arexthey now?'If they are no longer alive, where/when/how
did they pass away?




Benjamin Banneker

Famous For: What is the thing they are most known for?

Benjamin Banneker is best known for his achievements as a\self-taught African American
mathematician, astronomer, author, and surveyor.

Successes: Describe atleast-one major-accomplishment.or achievement.

One of Benjamin Banneker's most major achievements is his role in the surveying and laying
out of the original boundaries of the District of Columbia, which is now the capital of the
United States.

Failures: Describe one failure ordossithis person experienced.

In 1788, with tools and books borrowed from Ellicott, Banneker predicted the timing of an
eclipse of the sun, but was wrong. Heldiscovered later in [life that the, slight discrepancy was
found in his ‘expert sources rather than.a miscalculation on his part.

Experience: Explain at least two memorable life events from this person's life.

In 1752, Banneker garnered public acclaim by building a clock entirely out of wood. The
clock, believed to be the first built in America, kept precise time for decades.

One of the most significant events.in Banneker's life. was.the publication of his almanac.
From 1792 to 1797, he authaored and published a series of almanacs containing various
information such as weather predictions, tide tables, and astronomical data.

Hurdles: What struggles/obstacles did this person overcome?

Banneker's work, particularly his almanac and astronomical calculations, faced criticism and
skepticism from some quarters. Some critics questioned his abilities and even suggested
that a white person must have been behind his achievements.

Birth: List this person’s birth date and birthplace.

BenjaminBanneker was bornron November 9, 1734, in Ellicott's Mills, Maryland.




Quote: Include one direct quote from this person that is memorable or significant.

"Evil communication corrupts good manners. | hope to live to hear that good communication
corrects bad manners.”

Career: What is/was this person’s occupation? How did his/her career begin?

Banneker was an African-American naturalist, mathematician, astronomer, and almanac
author. Despite having limited access to formal education (due to racial prejudices and
economic challenges), he displayed an early interest in learning. He borrowed books, taught
himself to read, and developed a keen interest in mathematics, astronomy, and mechanics.

Inspiration: Who or what inspired this person?

Banneker's interest in\astronomy was likely inspired-by his observations of thesnatural world.
His ability to predict celestial events, such as solar eclipses, demonstrated his keen powers
of observation and curiosity about the universe.

Personality: List at least three traits this person possesses.

Determination, Curiosity, Resourcefulness.

Ideals: What does this person believe in? What/are their morals/values/principles or goals?

BenjaminBannekerbelievedsin equality, community ,and-education. Bannekershad,a
particularly: strong commitment to scientific inquiry and intellectual pursuits.

Age/Death Date: How old is this person? Where are they now? If they are no longer alive,
where/when/how did they die?

Banneker died on October 19:=1806iinOella, Marnyland-at the age of 74.
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