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Author Study Project
Brainstorming Worksheet

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? What countrylissthe authorfrom?Where are the author’s parents from?

PRAISED FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people admire and celebrate about this author? List notable works.

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What is something the author has said or done that is not
approved by others? Why do some people dislike this author?

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties or health problems, did the author face?

TWO MAJOR LIFE EVENTS:

Briefly explain two major events that occurred in the author’s life. A major life event is a significant
occurrence that has a lasting impact on an individual's life. These events can be positive or negative.

BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as specific as possible.




QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

EDUCAT IONANRCAREER:

Where and when did the‘author attend school?What.careerchoices ledithis personto’become a successful
author? When did this person become an author? When did the author achieve fame?

PASSION/TALENT:

What skills or talents does the author possess? What beliefs, ideals, or goals does the author have strong
feelings.about? What activities.is;the.author_enthusiastic.about (what.brings him/her joy)?

PERSONAL LIFE:

What are at least two facts about the author’s personal life? For example: Is the author married? Does the
author have children? Does the author have siblings? Who is the author’s closest ally or friend?

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE HIM/HER:

List three personality traits that describe the author.

DEATH DATE OR AGE IF STILL LIVING:

Whendidithe authoripass away? If therauthor'is stillfliving;what'is his/hér age?




Toni Cade Bambara Answer Key
Author Study Project

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? What country is the author from? VWhere are the author’s parents from?

Toni Cade Bambara, born as Miltona Mirkin\Cade, was African-American. She was born in New York City.

PRAISED FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do' people admire and‘celebrate aboutthis author? List Aotable works:

Toni wrote short stories, novels, essays, and plays. She was also a teacher, filmmaker, and social activist.
Her work is praised for illuminating the struggles of African-Americans while also advocating for social
change and empowerment. Readers adore Bambara’s powerful story-telling and representation of diverse
characters in her work. Rather than using traditional linear plots, Bambara was known to use techniques
such as flashbacks and stream of consciousness. Her most notable works include: "Gorilla, My Love”, "The
Salt Eaters”, "The Seabirds Are Still Alive”, " Tales ‘and Stories for Black Folks”, "Those Bones Are Not My
Child”, “The Lesson,”“Raymond’s Run’, and “The Johnson Girls.”

CRIFICIZED*FOR:

What is the authorjudged for negatively? What isssomething/the author has said or donesthat is.not
approved by others? Why do some people dislike this author?

Some critics believed Bambara's work was too radical and politically charged.

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties,or health,problems; did the author face?

Bambara came from a working-class family and,thus experienced economic hardships throughout her life.
Additionally, she lived during an era where racial discrimination was tolerated in certain places. She
witnessed first-hand the inequalities in, education, employment, housing, and more.

TWO MAJOR LIFE EVENTS:

Briefly explain two major events that occurred in the author’s life. A major life event is a significant
occurrence that has a lasting impact on an individual's life. These events can be positive or negative.

In 1961, Toni went to Europe to study acting and mime in ltaly and in France. She also went as a personal
journey to engage with different artistic communities and immerse herself in various cultural settings.

Bambara was highly regarded and critically acclaimed during her lifetime. Her novel “The Salt Eaters" won
the American Book Award in 19871. That year she also won the Langston Hughes Society Award. She
received both the Best Documentary Award from the Pennsylvania Association of Broadcasters and a

Documentary Award from theyNationalBlack Programming Consortium in, 1986.




BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as specific as possible.

Toni Cade was born on March 25, 1939.

QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context ofthe'quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

“As a culturesworker whorbelongs'to an oppressed peaple my job is to make revolution irresistible.”
Bambaralbelieved in‘the power of words-and sought toslise her.creative ability'to inspire ‘others to fight back
against oppression.

EDUCATION AND CAREER:

Where and when did the author attend school? What career choices led this person to become a successful
author? When did this person become an author? When did the author achieve fame?

Bambara earned her bachelor’s degree fortheater arts and English at Queens College in 1959. That same
year she published “Sweet Town,” her first'shortsstory. She then'earned her masters from City College of
the City University of New York. In 1965, she was hired to teach English at the City University of New York’s
fledgling.SEE K. program for.economically-disadvantaged students; She.became “famous’.as a writerafter
her debut collection of short. storiesstitled "Gorilla, My Love;"was published in 1972. The immense amount
of positive feedback ‘established Bambara.as asignificant voice in African-American/iterature=From,;1969.i0
1974 she was an associate professor of English at Livingston College, and held various teaching positions
at Duke University, Atlanta University and Spelman College.

PASSION/TALENT:

What skills or talents does the author possess? What beliefs, ideals, or goals does the author have strong
feelings about? What activities is the author enthusiastic about (what brings him/her joy)?

Bambara spent most of her life dedicated tossocial activism: She used her platform to address social
injustices and fought for causes related to civil rights, education,'and the arts. Bambara fought for the rights
of minorities, women, children, andithe homeless. She alsoshad a passion for dance, teaching, linguistics,
theater, and mime.

PERSONAL LIFE:

What are at least two facts about the author’s personal life? For example: Is the author married? Does the
author have children? Does the author have siblings? Who is the author’s closest ally or friend?

In 1970, Bambara had one daughter, named Karma Bene Bambara Smith, with her partner Gene Lewis.
She was never married.

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBEHIM/HER:

List threg personality traits that describe the author.

COMPASSIONATE, DETERMINED, BRAVE

DEATH DATE OR AGEME'STILL LIVING:

When did the author pass away? If the author is still living, what is his/her age?

Toni Cade Bambara died from colon cancer when she was only 56 years old. She passed away December
9, 1995. The following year, Toni Morrison posthumously published Bambara’s “Deep Sightings and
Rescue Mission.”
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