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Author Study Project
Brainstorming Worksheet

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? What countrylissthe authorfrom?Where are the author’s parents from?

PRAISED FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people admire and celebrate about this author? List notable works.

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What is something the author has said or done that is not
approved by others? Why do some people dislike this author?

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties or health problems, did the author face?

TWO MAJOR LIFE EVENTS:

Briefly explain two major events that occurred in the author’s life. A major life event is a significant
occurrence that has a lasting impact on an individual's life. These events can be positive or negative.

BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as specific as possible.




QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

EDUCAT IONANRCAREER:

Where and when did the‘author attend school?What.careerchoices ledithis personto’become a successful
author? When did this person become an author? When did the author achieve fame?

PASSION/TALENT:

What skills or talents does the author possess? What beliefs, ideals, or goals does the author have strong
feelings.about? What activities.is;the.author_enthusiastic.about (what.brings him/her joy)?

PERSONAL LIFE:

What are at least two facts about the author’s personal life? For example: Is the author married? Does the
author have children? Does the author have siblings? Who is the author’s closest ally or friend?

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE HIM/HER:

List three personality traits that describe the author.

DEATH DATE OR AGE IF STILL LIVING:

Whendidithe authoripass away? If therauthor'is stillfliving;what'is his/hér age?




Jane Austen
Author Study Project

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? Whatcountryjis'the authorfrom? Where are the author’s parents from?

Jane Austen was‘an Englishmauthor from Steventon, United Kingdom.

PRAISED FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people ‘admirerand/celebrate aboutithis'auther? List notable 'works:

Jane Austen was a skilled storyteller who depicted English middle-class life during the early 19th
century. Austen's novels often revolve around love, courtship, and marriage. She explores the complexities
of relationships, societal pressures, and the pursuit of happiness. She published four novels during her
lifetime: Sense and Sensibility, Pride and Prejudice, Mansfield Park, and Emma, and two novels
posthumously: Persuasion and Northanger Abbey. Her works have remained popular for over two centuries.

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What is something the author has said or done that is not
approved byrothers? Why do some peoplerdislikesthis author?

Some people criticizesAusten’s worksforthe lackof diversity. There is alack of representatioruin characters
such as the poor working class or BIPOC. Her stories predominantly feature white, heterosexual characters
which were quintessential characters for the time period in which she was a writer.

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties or health problems, did the author face?

In the late 18th and early 19th centuries, women had restricted access to education, limited career options,
and were largely expected to prioritize€ marriage and/family life.'/Austen and her sister, Cassandra, had to
live with various family members and relied on'the goodwill"of their brothers. Women writers during that era
often faced challenges in getting their work published and gaining recognition. While she was alive,
Austen's authorshipiwas notwidely"’known,dtiring her lifetime. 'Her novels'were publishedanonymously It
was only afterher death that her brother Henry Austen revealed her.name as the author of her novels.

TWO MAJOR LIFE EVENTS:

Briefly explain two major events that occurred in the author’s life. A major life event is a significant
occurrence that has a lasting impact on an individual's life. These events can be positive or negative.

1. In 1801, Jane Austen was forced to move from the rural countryside to Bath. She was completely
dependent on her father’s income and had™no choice inthe matter, but the move caused her great
distress. City life was expensive @and much different than what she was accustomed to. Her experiences
in Bath contributed to her writing of characters who live*with financial instability. Austen moved out of
Bath shortly after her father’s death.

2. Apparentlyring1802 fdane agreedrtoymarry a2 wealthy/manmnamed Harris\Bigg-Wither] but the next
morning changed her mind. This*was a significant decision for Jane because she rejected a rich man
who'could'have taken'care of'her financially, exposing Jane’s desiresfor personal autonemy, refusal of

the social norms, and personal belief in genuine love and personal connections. She never married,
which was bold and unconventional.




BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as specific as possible.

Jane Austen was born December 16, 1775.

QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

“There is nothing | would not do for those who are really my friends. | have no notion of loving
people by halves, it is notimy nature.” The character/lsabella 'says this line to her rival/Catherine in the novel
NorthangerAbbey.

EDUCATION AND CAREER:

Where and when did the author attend school? What career choices led this person to become a successful
author? When did this person become an author? When did the author achieve fame?

Jane wasn’t educated in a traditional . sense because education for women was limited during her lifetime,
but she was encouraged to read and learn at home' Jane’s father was a Reverend and had access to many
books that he was able to lend to his children. She'did attend a'couple of schools briefly, but most of her
education was completed at home. Austen's writing career was not without its challenges. Encouraged by
the positive feedback she received from family and friends, Austen worked independently to refine her
writing\sKills and develop her distinctive style. She faced difficulties in finding publishers who were willing.to
take a chance onherworks because she was a woman. dane Austen's first novel'and."big break” was
Sense and Sensibility, which was published anonymously in 1811. The novel received positive feedback
and critical acclaim. She had many fans (despite being anonymous) to include the Prince Regent.

PASSION/TALENT:

What skills or talents does the author possess? What beliefs, ideals, or goals does the author have strong
feelings about? What activities is the author enthusiastic about (what brings him/her joy)?

Jane had a keen interest in storytelling and creative expression. She started crafting her own stories and
plays as a teenager, often entertaining her family and close.friends with her imaginative tales. Jane also
enjoyed playing the piano and needlework—a common hobby for women of Austen's time.

PERSONALsL IFE:

What are at least two facts about the author’s personaldife?*For example.ds the author married? 'Does the
author have children? Does the author have siblings? Who is the author’s closest ally or friend?

Jane Austen was the second daughter and seventh child in a family of eight. Her closest companion
throughout her life was her sister, Cassandra. Jane never married nor did she ever have children. She
dedicated her life to writing.

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBEgHIM/HER

List three personality traits that describethe author.

Witty, intelligent, virtuous

DEATH DATE OR AGE IF STILL LIVING:
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