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Teacher Instructions Activating Strategy

Step 1: You will need six volunteers in total to act out three skits in the front of the classroom.
There are three separate skits, so only bring up two students at a time. Print out two copies of
each script to give to students to read. In-between each skit, you should prompt your class into
discussion of what went well and what did not go well in the conversation. Some talking points are

included below.
P R/

Person 1: Why does marching band iet Varsity Letter jackets? It's not even a sport.

NOL-FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

Person 1: You don’t need to be athletic to hit a drum with a stick. My two year old sister can do that.

Person 2: | bet she can tackle you too, maybe she should try out for football.

RN - 21 7/ | 21\, A
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Talking Points: This argument included na mmen rgeted at each other, and nothing gets
resolved. No one uses reason to r Vl racters just resort to offensive
stereotypes. Neither is able to acknowl ppre e sing side. The only thing that went

well is that both characters clearly established their side of the argument.
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Script Argument #2

Person 1: Why does marching band get Varsity Letter jackets? It's not even a sport.
Person 2: Really? And what makes something a sport?
Person 1: You need to be athletic and part of a team.

Person 2: What about swimming PRnETVcIMEWa team.

Person 1: But they're still on a team.

NF-FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

Person 1: They just are.

Person 2: The marching band is made up of like 150 students, and we have to work together... you
wouldn’t call that a team Mr. Football?

Person 1: Listen kid, I've been at tPREﬁV\i)EWer than you. Trust me, band is not
a sport.

Talking Points: Person 2 attempts to make valid points, but they aren’t strong enough to convince
Person 1. Both characters are still unwilling to really understand the other side. Person 1 leans on the
fact they they are older, so they must know better. Person 2 only addresses the fact that to be a sport,
there must be a team, and neglects to address the statement by Person 1 that sports require
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Script Argument #3

Person 1: Why does marching band get Varsity Letter jackets? It's not even a sport.

Person 2: Interesting. Why would you say it’s not a sport?
Person 1: Band is not a sport bec it.doesn't.requi athleticism.
Person 2: Actually, it can be very ERE&:II/GE}WLS skill.
OT FOR'EDUCATIONALUSE
N(;rson Z:ﬁats A TM§

because football players are required to lift weights outside of practice.
would look more fit if we were required to do that too.

Person 1: Ok fine. But what’s so physically demanding about playing an instrument?

Person 2: A tuba weighs 35 pounds. Yau try in ile marching for miles, performing
coordinated movements, AND hitti I t i

Person 1: What about the other instruments aside from a tuba?
[ ]
FOR-EDCATION Al LISE
movements extremely intense. Ask anyone in‘marching band if they’'ve ever broken a sweat from
performance.

Person 1: You bring up a good point, but | don’t think so. You don’t even play against anyone. And
you’re not a team.

Person 2: There’s 150 of us! And C . arching bands do compete. Just
because we put on a show at halftime e ‘tihave competitions too. Face it...

marching band checks off all the boxes of being considered a sport: it's a physical activity, it requires

NOTFEOR EDUCATIONAL USE

Talking Points: This argument actually involves logic and conversation. Person 2 is more open to
hear Person 1’s ideas, and vice versa. Person 2 is then able to refute Person 1’s argument multiple

times by using factual information. t er inion which is why Person 2 is
successful in getting Person 1 to li E f view. Person 2 does a great job
summarizing all the main points that supp is/her a n ch leaves Person 1 speechless.
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Step 2: After your class has discussed all three arguments, generate a list on the board of things
that make a strong argument.

Example List:
» Writer clearly states their point of view

» Writer provides a number of spegifi

* The writer has authority or crediPHEViE er was able to clearly speak about
marching band because he or she is the band™ThiS'can sometimes work against a writer
because of b

NOT-IOREDHCATIONAL USE

» Presents examples/ideas that are easy to follow
» Writer uses truth and logic

You can also discuss things that do not work in winning an argument:
* Mocking the other side

» Speaking louder than everyone
* Using insults REMI EW
» Refusal to admit that some peoplé migh g

* The belief that older equals smarter

NQL.RFOR EDUCATIONAL USE

1o

ents they will be writing an argumentative essay. If they’ve never written one before, you can
tell them it is not the same as a persuasive essay. Pass out the graphic organizers to students for
note-taking. Use the Powerpoint to teach the lesson on argumentative writing (Powerpoint
presentations can also be uploaded to Nearpod).

After students take notes on argumentative writing, ch topic for students to write an essay on
or let them choose their own. You Vsi:oét he resources to use for evidence
or instruct them to find a credible s@urc idence ir ys. Review rubric with students and

assign due date.

NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE



The Argumentative Essay
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Argumentative Essay Rubric — 120 Points

Content — 20 Points
* Multiple pieces of logical evidence are provided to support claim
» Counterclaim is acknowledged and refuted
+ At least one quote from the source is used
* Essay is 5 paragraphs in length

» Paragraphs are all an appropriate length for grade level
Focus — 20 Points bREVl EW

* Claim is clearly stated and maintained throughout the essay

NGEEGREDUCATICNAL USE

Organization — 20 Points
* The writer’s supporting reasons are organized intentionally and easy to follow
* Transition words and phrases are used in every paragraph

» Specific evidence is locted in the bo a
* Introduction remains gener i w Wt
» Conclusion restates claim and ize niidea
Oi
ormal style e is us

» Sentence style varies and has a rhythmic flow
» Writer uses a variety of vocabulary
* No person pronouns used

Conventions — 20 Points
* Proper grammar

* Proper spelling PB EV I EW
* Proper mechanics and punétua

» Word choice/word usage is precise and correct

NLFOR EDUCATIONAL USE

Typed essay using acceptable font, “Times,” “Arial,” or “Calibri,” size 12, color black
Indent paragraphs

Proper heading

Title included

Student Name: Total Points Earned:
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