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Author Study Project
Brainstorming Worksheet

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? What countrylissthe authorfrom?Where are the author’s parents from?

PRAISED FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people admire and celebrate about this author? List notable works.

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What is something the author has said or done that is not
approved by others? Why do some people dislike this author?

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties or health problems, did the author face?

TWO MAJOR LIFE EVENTS:

Briefly explain two major events that occurred in the author’s life. A major life event is a significant
occurrence that has a lasting impact on an individual's life. These events can be positive or negative.

BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as specific as possible.




QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

EDUCAT IONANRCAREER:

Where and when did the‘author attend school?What.careerchoices ledithis personto’become a successful
author? When did this person become an author? When did the author achieve fame?

PASSION/TALENT:

What skills or talents does the author possess? What beliefs, ideals, or goals does the author have strong
feelings.about? What activities.is;the.author_enthusiastic.about (what.brings him/her joy)?

PERSONAL LIFE:

What are at least two facts about the author’s personal life? For example: Is the author married? Does the
author have children? Does the author have siblings? Who is the author’s closest ally or friend?

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE HIM/HER:

List three personality traits that describe the author.

DEATH DATE OR AGE IF STILL LIVING:

Whendidithe authoripass away? If therauthor'is stillfliving;what'is his/hér age?




Anne Frank Answers
NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? What country is the author from? Where are the author’s parents from?

Anne Frank was born in Frankfurt, Germany. Anne Frank's nationality was German by birth, but she spent
most of her life in the Netherlands after her family fled from the Nazis.

PRAISED FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people admire and celebrate about this author? List notable works.

OR*her13th hirthday,"Anneteceived a diary/Anne wrote about'eventsshappening during the warrand her
time in hiding."She also wrote short stories and even started a novel. She loved to‘write and wanted to
beeome’a famous writer afterthe 'war was over. Anne'Frank's diary ‘'hasreceived widespread acclaim and
has become one of the most influential and widely read accounts of the Holocaust. Her diary, “The Diary of
a Young Girl,” was published in 1947.

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What is something the author has said or done that is not
approved by others?\Whydo some people dislike this author?

It is known that Anne’s diary was edited and'censored beforespublication. Anne herself even rewrote some
of her original journal entries with the intention of publishing them after the war. Some critics argue that the
editing=andsselection processimay havejaltered the authenticity=of her ariginal writings.

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties or health problems, did the author face?

Anne faced several obstacles in her short life. One of the biggest obstacles she faced was living in a secret

annex with seven others for two years while hiding from the Nazis who were killing and torturing Jews. The

annex was located behind a bookshelf in her dad’s office building. Anne had to live with the constant fear of

being discovered by the Nazis. They had limited food and were never allowed to go outside. Her family had
to be quiet all the time,to"avoid any workers®in thetbuilding hearing them.

TWO MAJOR LIFE EVENTS:

Briefly=explain twosmajor.events.that:occurred inthe author’s.life: A.majorlife,event is a significant
occurrence that has alasting impact on an individual's life. These events can be positive or negative.

On September 1, 1939, Nazi Germany invaded Poland, marking the start of the second world war. Hitler
then invaded the Netherlands where he enforced new laws and regulations that made the lives of Jews
extremely difficult. Anne had to switch to an all Jewish school and her father lost his business. Eventually,
the Nazis set up ghettos and forced Jewish families out of their homes. The circumstances only worsened
when the Nazis began rounding up people for deportation to concentration camps. When Anne’s sister
Margot received a letter to report to a “work camp,” her family made the decision to go into hiding.

In August 1944, Anne’s hiding place was.discovered/ All thesoccupants, including Anne, were arrested by
the Gestapo. They were first sent ta Westerbork transitseamp and later transported to Auschwitz
concentration camp in Poland. Anne Frank and her sister Margot were eventually transferred from
Auschwitz to Bergen-Belsen concentration camp, where theyboth died.of typhus sometime in March of
1945. Bergen-Belsen concentration camp was liberated by British forces on April 15, 1945.

BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as specific as possible.

Annelies Marie Frank was born on June 12, 1929.




QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

"I still believe, in spite of everything, that people are truly good at heart.” Anne believed all people were
good. She emphasized the importance of maintaining hope and finding the beauty that still exists in the
world despite the horrible situation she was in.

EDUCATION AND CAREER:

Where and when did the author attend school? What career choices led this person to become a successful
author?:\When did-this personrbecome an.author?:\When:did thesauthorrachieve fame?

Anne Frank receivedsheriearly education’in Germanysand continued inithe Netherlands.when herfamily
moved. She died when she was 15 years old and never had the opportunity to get a higher education,
though she expressed aspirations to go to college in her future. While hiding in the secret annex, Anne

continued her education with the help of her father. She had access to books and educational materials,

and she studied literature, history, and mathematics She hoped to become a journalist someday and often

mentioned her desire to develop her writing skills further. Her father Otto, who survived the war, made the

difficult decision to publish Anne’s diary posthumously. The book was translated into 70 languages and is

studied in schools around the worldi*The"Diary-ofia Young'Girl" has become an internationally renowned
work of literaturesand"an important*historical document.

PASSION/TALENT:

What skills or talents does the author possess? What beliefs, ideals, or goals does the author have strong
feelings about? What activities isthe authorienthusiastic aboutiwhat brings him/herjoy)?

Anne Frank loved to learn and spent hours reading books and writing in her diary. Anne had a keen interest
in literature, writing, and journalism. She also loved nature and being outside. Anne was very outgoing and
loved to be social with her friends.

PERSONAL LIFE:

What are at least two facts about the author’s personal life? For example: Is the author married? Does the
author have children? Does thesauthor have siblings 7?s\Who isstherauthor’s closest ally or friend?

Anne never had the chance to get married .or-have children=She was close to her family and had many
friends in school. Anne expressed a deep admiration for her older sister Margot. She saw her sister as
mature,kind, anddevel-headed. Annesformed a bond.with Peterwvan Pelspthe teenageboy also hidinginthe
annexy and their.relationship developed/into a close friendship and a brief romance.

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE HIM/HER:

List three personality traits that describe the author.

INSIGHTFUL, OPTIMISTIC, BRAVE

DEATH DATE OR AGE IF STILL LIVING:

When did the author pass away2:dfithe authorissstillliving, what is his/her age?

AnnesFrank.died,sometime in;Mareh«1945 ina Nazi concentration camp. Approximately six million
European Jewssand at leastfive million other victims were killed during the Holecaust./Anne Frank's diary
wassfound andipreserved by Miep Gies, .one ofiher family’s helpers. Miep.gave the diary to Otto Frank after
the war and the book became one of the most widely read accounts of the Holocaust, providing insight into
the experiences of Jewish people during that time.
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