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Active and Passive Voice Notes

The voice of a verb tells re:ﬁrs eEZWIFE' the one performing the action or
'EE i t .
of the action

When the performer comes before the verb,
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the verb is in

PREVIEW....
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=verb or ve

Active Voice Formula

PREVIEW

Passive Voice Formula
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Active voice is preferred for academic writing. It promotes clarity in writing. Active voice verbs
are more concise and direct.
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2. to emphasize t r r the action
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Rea to_use Passive :
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en the performer of the action is obvious or unimporta
4. When the emphasis is on the receiver of the action
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Hint for recognizing passive voice:
Passive voice verbs must have a form of
the verb be in the verb phrase!
Forms of to be: be, am, is, are, were, was, being, been

Rr ve Voi
Identify the verb in each sentence as either active or passive.
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4. Sunny was happy to be home.
5. The room was decorated for the party.
6. Atree knocked down a telephone pole.

tive or ive Voi actic
Rewrite each sentence using HR V i
1. The graduation speech was given by our vice principal.
NQT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

ut out within a couple of hours.
3. Garbage was left all over the cafeteria.

4. The lightbulb was invented by Thomas Edison.
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For example: David cooked meatloaf, and the leftovers were saved for tomorrow.
Eliminate Shift of Voice Practice

Identify the verbs. Figure out if each verb is active or passive voice. Change all verbs to active
voice.
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Shift of Voice Practice

Can you identify the ONE in a bunch?

Which sente ntai ift in_voice?
1. I love the smell of coffee because | :Etvli
2. Benji broke his arm, and he was taken to the hospital.
3. | heard you whispering earlier, and | know you were talking about me.
NOTFOREDYICATIONAL USE

Which sentence contains a shift in voice?

She walked out of the building and noticed someone stole her bike.

My brother plays video games a lot, and sometimes he forgets to sleep.
Janelle dyed her hair blue, and | loved it!

Jackson finished his chores, so he w iven nce.
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2. Jackson finished his chores, so he was given an allowance.
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